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TO      THE      EDITORS 


O^ 


THE    GENTLEMAN'S     MAGAZINE, 


THE  controverfy  about  Offian  having  been  latel}^  revived,  both  in  the 
newfpapers,  and  feparate  pamphlets,  as  u-ell  as  in  your  Magazine  j 
I^ot  without  the  intervention  of  leveral  refpedable  names  ;  I  take  the  liberty 
pf  troubling  you  with  fome  fafts  relative  to  it,  which  1  obtained  in  an  ex- 
cyrfion  of  lome  months  through  the  Highlands  in  the  fummer  of  the  year 
1780.  I  fliould  fcarcely  have  thought  them  worthy  of  the  public  atten- 
tion, if  the  fubject  had  not  been  revived  with  fo  much  ardor;  though  they 
feem  to  me  capable  of  affording  much  additional,  and  even  new  light.  If 
your  opinion  of  them  agrees  vvith  mine,  I  fliall  be  happy  to  lee  them  in- 
lerted  among  your  valuable  colleftions. 

It  had  ever  appeared  to  me,  that  the  arguments  on  both  fides  of  this  dif- 
pute,  were  attended  with  particular  obfcurity.  The  fupporters  of  the  au- 
thenticity of  the  OlFran  of  Mr.  Macpherfon,  have  been  either  unable  or  un- 
willing, to  produce  the  authorities  they  pretend  to.  The  antagonifts  of 
this  opinion,  o.n  the  other  hand ;  though  they  cannot  deny  the  exiifence, 
of  peculiar  traditional  aad  hiftoric  (ongs  in  the  Highlands ;  and  though  they 
boaft  of  invincible  proofs  that  Mr.  Macpherlon's  Ollian  is  wholly  a  forgery, 
apd  not  copied  from  any  fuch  fongs  ;  yet  even  the  great  Dr.  Johnfon  hiiu- 
felf  has  no  claim  to  any  knowledge  of  thole  fongs.  From  fuch  confideia-- 
tions,  I  was  induced  to  believe,  that  the  iubject  might  be  couliderably  elu- 
cidated, by  coUedmg  thefe  longs  in  their  original  form  :  and  I  therefoj-e 
made  it  a  part  of  my  bulinels,  during  my  journey  through  the  Highlands, 
to  Icaich  out  the  traditionary  prefcrvers  of  them  ;  and  procure  copies  with 
98  much  attention  and  cxattncls,  as  lay  iu  the  power  of  a  foreigner,  and  a 
2  ilran'ecr 
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Granger  to  the  language.  The  abfurd  difficiikics  I  had  to  encounter  with 
in  this  pnHuit,  it  is  not  neceflary  to  enumerate:  fometimes  I  was  obhged 
to  difiemble  a  knowledge  ot  the  Erie,  of  which  I  Icarcely  underllood  fix 
words ;  fometimes  I  was  forced  to  allume  the  character  of  a  profeft  author, 
zealous  to  defend  the  honour  of  Olfian  and  Mr.  iVIacpherlon.  It  is  not, 
however,  impertinent  to  remark,  that  after  I  had  obtained  written  copies 
in  Erfe,  of  feveral  of  the  following  fongs,  I  found  it  very  difficult  to  get 
them  tranflated  ;  for  though  many  underltand  Erfe  as  a  fpeech,  few  are  yet 
acquainted  with  it  as  a  written  language*. 

Before  I  proceed  any  further,  it  appears  to  me  requifite,  for  the  clear 
underllanding  of  what  follows,  to  remark  ;  that  the  dilpute  feenis  naturally 
to  divide  itfclf  into  three  queftions :  firil,  Whether  the  Oilian  of  Mr.  Mac- 
phei  fon  be  really  the  production  of  a  very  ancient  Highland  bard,  called  by 
that  namer  Or,  fecondly,  Whether  it  be  copied  from  oldfongs,  prclerved 
indeed  in  the  Highlands,  but  written  by  unknown  bards,  and  only  doubt- 
fully and  traditionally  afcribed  to  Oflian  ?  Or,  if  it  be  wholly  a  forgery  of 
Mr.  iMacpherfon's? 

Confiderable  opportunities  were  afforded  me,  towards  obtaining  infor- 
mation on  thefc  heads,  by  three  feveral  tours  which  I  made  in  the  High- 
lands. '1  he  firft  of  thcle  lay  through  the  internal  parts  of  that  country, 
from  Edinburgh  to  Perth,  Dunkeld,  Blair  in  Athol,  Tay-mouth,  Dalmaly 
in  Glenorchy,  Inverara,  Loch-Lomond,  Dunbarton,  Glafgow,  Hamilton, 
and  Lanerk.  In  this  tour  I  was  honoured  with  the  company  of  J.  Stokes, 
M.I),  of  VVorcefter,  now  on  his  travels  abroad f,  but  then  a  itudent  at 
Edinburgh,  a  gentleman  eminent  for  his  literary  abilities,  and  a  ftrenuous 
imbeliever  in  Òifian.  From  Lanerk  I  croll;  to  Linlithgow,  Sterling,  Perth, 
E^orfar,  Brechyn,  Stonehaven,  Aberdeen,  Strath-Spey,  Elgin,  and  Inver- 
nefs,  travelling  along  the  Eaftern  coali,  or  Lowlands,  as  they  are  called. 
From  Invernefs  I  proceeded  along  the  military  roads,  down  the  Lakes,  by 
Fort  Auguftus,  to  Fort  William;  and  iHU  purfuing  the  military  road, 
croil  over  the  Black  Mountain  to  Tiendrum.  In  this  ftage  I  vifited  Glen- 
Co,  famous  in  Scotland  for  its  romantic  fcenery,  for  the  malTacre  which 
happened  there  loon  after  the  Ucvolution,  and  alio  for  being  one  of  the  ha- 
bitations aff-gned  by  tradition  to  Olfian. 

Leaving  'liendrum  a  fecund  time,  I  returned  by  Loch-Ern,  Dumblaine, 
and  Alloa,  to  Edinburgh. 

Such  was  the  direction  of  my  two  firft  tours  through  the  Highlands :  the 
third,  in  which  I  was  happy  enough  to  procure  far  the  greater  number  of 
the  foUowmg  fongs,  led  me  from  Edinburgh,  through  Sterling  and  Callen- 
der,  by  the  Head  of  Loch-Ern,  to  Tiendrum  for  the  third,  and  Dalmaly 
ifor  the  fecond  time.  From  Dalmaly  I  went  by  Loch-Etive,  to  Oban,  where 
i  took  boat  fur  Mull,  and  fpent  near  a  fortnight  in  the  Weftern  Illes ;  vi- 
fiting  Stafia,  and  Jcolmkill;  and  Morvcn  on  the  main-land.  In  my  return 
from  Oban,  1  croft  over  to  Loch-Aw,  Jnverara,  Loch-Lomond,  ÌDunbar- 
ton,  and  Glalgow;  thus  finiJliing  my  wanderings  among  the  Alps  of  our 
Ifiand.  I  tiiirik  it  ncceifaiy,  thus  to  delineate  the  track  I  purfued;  that  I 
in."y  remove  every  doubt  rclpcdting  the  evidence  I  am  about  to  produce  ;  as 
1  Ihall  have  occ;ifion  .to  refer  hereafter,  to  the  different  ftages  of  my 
coiintiy. 

lu  thecourfc  of  thcfe  refearches  I  found,  that  aUhough  every  diftrii.^  had; 
il5  own  peculiar  hiltoric  fongs,  yet  the  inhabitants  of  one  valley  were  fcarcely 
acquuinttd  uith  thole  wiiich  were  current  in  the  next.  The  fongs  relating 
to   the  Fcinne,    ami  their  Chicrtain,    Fion-mac-Coul,    or    Fion-na-Gaiil, 

•  Vide  Dr.  J  ihnfrn's  Tovir  tn  .tli>  'llvHthrer. 

•{•  Imheyear  i73i.     Dr. St<>k'ei  ii'^o'v^Tiilliied  at  KiddTtninftcr  in  \Vorceflerll;ire. 

whonj 
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whom  we  call  in  Englifli  Fingal ;  are  wholly  confined  to  Arg)'lefhire,  zni 
the  Wellera  Highlands,  where  the  Icene  of  their  anions  is  fuppoled  to  have 
lain.  In  that  diMA  almoft  every  one  is  acquainted  with  them  ;  and  all, 
vvjhofe  fituation  in  life  enables  them  to  become  acquainted  with  the  fubjea, 
arezealons  aflertors  of  the  authenticity  of  the  OHian  of  Mr.  Macpheifoo, 
Yet  it  is  remarkable,  that  I  never  could  meet  with  Mr.  Macpherfon's  work^ 
in.any  part  of  the  Highlands ;  and  many  of  his  defenders  confeired  that 
they  had  never  feen  it.  T  he  only  book  I  met  with,  which  had  any  imme-' 
diate  conneaion  with  it,  was  Mr.  Hole's  poetic  verlion  of  Fingal ;  which  I 
faw  at  Mr.  Macleane's,  of  Drumnan  in  Morven.  1  do  not^mean,  how- 
ever, to  tax  any  of  Offian's  Highland  partizans  with  direè't  falfliood';  they 
have,  all  heard  that  the  ftories  of  Mr.  Macpherfon  relate  to  Fingal  and  his 
heroes;  they  themfelves  have  alfo  often  heard  fongs  relaring  to  the  fame 
people,  and  afcribed  to  Offian.  On  this  loofe  baiis,  I  fear,  ttieir  teilimo- 
nies  often  reft. 

The  firft  fong  relating  to  the  Feinne,  winch  I  procured  in  the  Kigh!.inds, 
^'as  obtained  from  a  native  of  Argylelhire,  who  was  gardener  to  the  Duke 
tff  Athol  at  Dunkeld.  Its  fubjeft  is  humourous,  and  even  ridiculous ;  for 
Fingal  is  not  always  treated  with  refpeft  in  the  Highlands,  any  more  than 
our  King  Arthur  in  the  old  ballads  of  this  country.  A  tayior  happenin-j-  to 
come  to  Fingal's  habitation,-  found  the  heroes  in  fuch  need  of  his  art,  That 
they  began  quarrelling  about  precedeuce,  every  hero  wanting  his  own 
clothes  made  fiiftj  Dermid,  particularly,  procee<led  even  to  blows  in  fup- 
port  of  his  claim.  By  this  means  the  whole  hoft  of  the  Feimie,  or  Fio- 
galians,  was  thrown  into  confuliou ;  till  at  length,  an  old  hero  refiored 
peace,  by  perluading  them  to  turn  out  the  tavior :  which  expedient  was 
adopted,  and  tingal's  heroes  determined-  to  wear  their  old  clothes  a  l^itlc 
longer, 

Mr.  Stuait,  mlniller  of  Blair,  whom  I  alio  viftted  in  comoàriy  with  Mr 
Stokes,  was  the  only  perion  I  met  with  in  the  Highlands  who'e:iDrc'f^èd  mti 
doubts  relpeaing  Mr.  Macpherfon's  Offian.  Mr.  Stuart  told  us,'  that  d»ere 
were  mdeed  many  iongs  prefcrved  in  Argylelhire,  and  the  VVeflern  Hb<^Ii- 
isnds,  under  the  name  of  OfTiiin,  relating  to  Fingal  and  iiis  heroes  •  '*  hn^  »' 
Jays  he,  '*  we  have  our  doubts  with  regard  to  Mr.  Macpherfon's  poeinL 
becaute  he  has  not  pubhflied.the  origirtàls."  . 

^ Mr.  Stuart  favoured  us  with  the  ft orv  .of  a  fong,  relating  to  D?rmld  «c 
of  the  Feinne,  wh©had;raifed  Fingal's  jealoufy  by  too  great  an  armm^or 
with  his  wife.  ■  Fingal  m  revenge,  -having  determined  to  deflroy  DerniM. 
took  the  opportunity  of  putting  his  purpofe  in  execution,  by  means  of  à 
boar  which  had  been  fiain  in  one  of  their  huntings.  It  was  a  noticsi  in 
thofe  times,  Eir.-Stuart  added,  that  walking  along  the  back  of  a  boar  in  a 
chreftion  contrary  to  the  briftles,  was  certain  death.  Fingal  commanded 
Dermid  to  do  this  and  by  that  means  put  an  end  to  his  life.  Ì  aftencards- 
obtained  a  copy  of  this  long  in  the  original  Erfe  ;  Mr.  Smith  alfo,  the  editor 
o.  a  late  eolle<;tion  of  Offian's  poems  *,  has  inferted  a  copy  of  it :  thev  bath 
diftcr_  m  many  circumftances  from  the  foregoing  account ;  Mr.  Smith's 
Iikewife,  Is  niuch  longer  and  more  correct. 

By  the  affiftance  of  Mr.  Stuart,  I  was  afterwards  diree^d  to  one  Tames 
Maclauchan  a  very  old  man,  much  celebrated -for  his  knowledre  of  aÌcient 
iongs.  Maclauchan  was  a  tayior;  thofe  arrifts  being  of  all  men  the  moll 
famous  for  this  qualification  f .     i  fbund  hiin  in  an  ò;d  woman'e  cottage,. 

.   ■*  Ca.';c.^f.-y.',;/,',-j  pubUlhec!  that  Very  year,   17S0,  at  Edinbur<Tli 

.r,t  IjlT'T  Scodand.and  theNc-.h-of  Engia.d,  wo.  k'  ,n  tWhoufes  of  cheir  errrW- 
lEL- irbouÌ'"     "^'  enieru.nmcnt,  both  o.f  themldv^  and  their  hoib,  Lmg 

near 
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near  Bhlr,  entirely  willing  to  gratify  my  c-uriofity,  and  indeed  highly  flat* 
tered  that  I  paid  lo  much  attention  to  his  fongs:  but  as  he  could  not  talk 
Englifli,  I  was  obliged  to  fupply  myfelf  with  another  cottager,  to  tranflat* 
whilft  he  fung.  The  following  Poem  I  wrote  down  from  the  mouth  of  our 
interpreter;  a  circumftance,  which  naturally  accounts  for  the  ruggedneft 
of  the  language :  the  good  old  woman,  who  fat  by  fpinning,  afTured  me, 
that,  if  I  had  uiiderftood  the  original,  it  would  have  drawn  tears  from  my 
eyes.  The  poem  is  an  elegv  on  a  gentleman  of  the  clan  of  Mac  Gregor, 
who  died  in  the  prime  of  lire  •  the  author  mourns  over  his  deceafed  patron 
iiimfclf,  and  defcribcs  the  forrow  of  the  reft  of  his  friends :  I  have  fòmc 
reafons  to  believe  it  was  publifhed  in  the  original  Erfe,  by  Mr.  Mac  Donald, 
in  a  coUecftion  of  Erfe  poems  printed  at  Edinburgh  about  eight  or  ttti 
years  ago. 

"  The  fighs  of  my  heart  vex  me  fore;  the  fight  of  my  eyes  is  not  gnod;  It  has  ri\M 
my  forrows.  and  doubled  my  tears  ;  the  man  of  Doonan  is  not  alive  ;  there  are  many  gen- 
tlemen making  his  bed,  and  their  forrow  is  dropping  on  their  (hoes:  his  miftrefs  is,  as  it 
v.'ere,  crucified  for  his  love. — It  is  no  wonder  Ihe  Jbould  be  forrowful,  for  ihe  (hall  never  gcc 
fiich  another  after  him.  When  I  would  fit  by  myfelf  (arid  conftdcrj  the  like  of  him  was  not 
to  be  gotten  with  or  without  riches.  His  heart  was  raifed  up,  his  fiddle  at  your  car,  and 
his  pipes  playing  about  yojr  town.  When  he  would  fit  down,  he  heard  the  found  of  hi4 
cups  i  and  his  fervants  ferving  him  while  he  was  at  reft. — It  is  the  meaning  of  my  words  ; 
how  many  worthy  men,  who  have  been  great  drinkers  have  died.  Of  them  were  Alexander 
Rowey,  and  Black  John  of  llrong  Arms ;  I  think  them  far  ofi'  from  me  without  life. — You 
■were  the  chief  of  tlie  people,  going  far  before  them,  and  a  good  lord  of  your  tenants  at 
home.  When  you  took  your  arms,  they  did  not  rult ;  every  l.jnting  you  made  there  was 
bluod.  You  got  honour  going  before  t'.em,  and  although  you  got  more  than  they,  you 
^verc  worthy  of  it  *.  I  will  never  walk.  Weft  on  the  road  to  the  ({■eat)  Hack  any  morcj  foe 
1  have  iolt  my  mirth  and  the  laird  of  Reanach  f." 

As  I  had  been  informed,  in  my  firft  excurfion  through  the  Highlands ; 
that  one  Mac-Nab,  a  blackfmith  at  Dalmaly,  had  made  it  his  bulinefs  to 
tolleft  and  copy  m.any  of  the  longs  attributed  to  Oflian  :  I  determined  upon 
rcvifiting  Dalmaly,  in  order  to  obtain  from  him  all  the  intelligence  he  w^s 
able  to  afford  me.  He  lives  in  a  cottage,  not  far  from  the  inn  and  church 
at  Dalmaly,  where  he  boafts  that  his  anceftors  have  been  blackfmiths  for 
near  400  years ;  and  where  alfo  he  preferves,  with  much  refpect,  the  coat- 
armour  of  the  blackfmiths  his  forefathers.  I  found  him  by  no  means  defi- 
cient in  ingenuity.  A  blackfmith  in  the  Highlands,  is  a  more  refpectabl« 
character  than  with  us  in  England.  He  is  referred  to  by  Mr.  Smith,  above- 
mentioned,  as  one  of  his  authorities,  for  the  Erfe  poems  he  has  publiflied  ; 
a  circumftance  which  may  perhaps  diminiili  the  validity  of  his  teflimony, 
with  fome  of  the  zealons  antagoniils  of  Oflian  |  ;  but,  as  the  poems  he  fa- 
voured me  with,  have  little  agreement  with  thofe  publifhed  by  Macpherfon 
and  Smith,  I  think  the  force  of  prejudice  alone  can  perfuade  ps  to  refufc 
i-  §.  1  have  reaftn  to  believe,  that  Mac-Nab  had  never  read  the  OfTian  of 
^Ir.  Macpherfon. 


•  At  this  place,  we  fuipetìed  that  our  interpreter,  weary  of  his  employment,'  dciired 
c'.d  M.itbuchan  to  omit  a  confiderable  part  of  the  fong,  and  repeat  the  concluding  verfc 
ifnmed'.auly. 

+  Krar.ach  is,  I  believe,  in  Athol,  not  far  from  Glen  Lion,  where  a  branch  of  the  Tay 
fiows  through  a  lake  of  that  nam?. 

;  Gahc  Aiitiq.  Edinbur.  i7!Ìo,  p.  128,  note.  Mac-Nab  himfelf  mentioned  this  to  mej 
end  i>emed  much  pleaUd  that  his  name  was  in  print. 

Ò  Mr.  Msc-Arthur,  minifter  in  Mufl,  declared  to  me;  that  he  could  remember  having 
^e-ld  the  f^Uov.lng  p  tin  cf,  Off.an  agm  at  CUricb,  as  long  as  he  could  remember  any 

From 
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From  this  man  I  obtained  many  Songs,  which  are  traditionally  afcribed 
to  OiFian.  The  tbllowing  Poem  of  OJJian  agus  an  Cierich,  he  gave  me  in 
Erfe;  for  to  him  I  pretended  a  knowledge  in  that  language.  I  had  it 
afterwards  tranflated  by  Mr.  Darrach,  a  gentleman  who  lived  with  Mr. 
Maclean,  of  Scallaftel  in  Mull,  as  tutor  to  his  children,  and  who  was 
wholly  unacquainted  with  Mac-Nab.  I  fet  down  the  tranflation,  in  the 
rude  form  it  received  from  immediate  verbal  compofition.  It  differs  iri 
chronology,  from  the  Poems  of  Offian  already  pubHfhcd  ;  reprefenting  that 
bard,  as  the  contemporary  of  vSt.  Patrick;  agreeable  :o  a  tradition  which 
I  found  very  prevalent  in  Argylciliire ;  according  to  which,  St.  Patrick 
was  Offiaa's  fon-in-law.  The  Poem  is  a  dialogue  between  St,  Patrick  the 
Clench  or  Clerk^  and  Oliian. 

Offian  agus  an  Clench. 
OJfian  and  the  Clerk, 


OSSHIAW.  I. 

AClerich  acVianfas  iia  Sailm 
Air  ieom  fein  gur  borb  do  Chial 
Nach  eift  thu  Tamuil  re  .Sgeul 
Air  an  Flieiii  nach  fhachd  thu  natnl|, 

Clerich.  2. 

Air  ma  chumhas  amhic  Fhcin 
Ga  bein  leal  bhi  leachd  air  Fhein 
Fuaim  nai,  Sallm  air  feadh  mo  bhioll 
Gur  he  fud  be  Cheoil  damh  Fhein. 

OSSHIAN.  3. 

Na  bi  lu  Coimheadadh  do  Shailm 
Re  fianichd  Erin  nan  Arm  nochd 
A  Clerich  gur  Ian  olc  leum 
Nach  sgarain  do  Chean  red  Chorp. 

Clerich.  4. 

Sin  faoid  Chon:irich  fa  Fhir  mhoir 
Laoidh  doBheoil  gur  binn  leum  Fhein 
Tagamid  fuas  Altair  Fhein 
Bu  bhinn  liom  bhi  leachd  air  Fhein, 

OSSHIAN.  5. 

Nam  bidhin  thu  Clerich  Cbaoimh 
Air  an  Traidh  ha  Siar  f?.  dheas 
Aig  Eafs  libridh  na'n  Shruthlheamh 
Air  an  Fhein  bu  Mhor  do  Mheas. 

6. 
Bean  neachd  air  Anam  an  Laoich 
Bu  ghairbhe  Frsoich  anfgach  greifh 
Fean  Mac-Cumhai!  Cean  nan  Sloigh 
O  fan  air  a  Icaintc'n  Teal's. 

7- 
La  dhuine  fiaghach  na'n  Dearg 
■"S  nach  derich  an  TealgnarCat 
Gu  facas  deich  mile  Bare 
Air  Traidh  a  teachd  air  Lear. 


OSSHIAN'.  r. 

O  Clerk  that  fingeft  the  Pfalms!  I  thlnlE 
thy  notions  are  rude;  that  thou  wilt 
not  hear  my  fongs,  of  the  heroes  of  FingaA 
{Fhein),  whom  thou  hall  never  feen.' 

Clerk.  2. 

I  find  thy  greateft  delight  is  in  relating  the 
ftories  of  the  aftions  of  Finga)  and  his  he- 
roes ;  but  the  found  of  the  Pfalms  is  fweeter 
between  my  lips  than  the  fongs  of  Fingal. 

OSSHIAN".  3. 

If  thou  dareft  to  compare  thy  Pfalms  to  th» 
old  heroes  of  Ireland  (£■>•(«)*  with  their 
drawn  weapons,  Clerk!  lam  much  of  opi- 
nion, I  (hould  be  forely  vexed  if  I  did  not 
fever  thy  head  from  thy  body. 

Clerk.  4. 

That  is  in  thy  mercy,  great  Sir!  the  ex- 
prelTions  of  thy  lips  are  very  fweet  to  me. 
Let  us  rear  the  altar  of  Fingal  f  ;  I  would 
think  it  fweet  to  hear  of  the  heroes  of 
F.ngal. 

OSSHIAN.  5, 

If,  my  beloved  Clerk  1  thou  wert  at  the 
South  Weft  Ihore,  by  the  fall  of  Lever,  of 
the  flow-rolling  ftream,  thou  wouldeft  highlj 
efteemthe  heraes  of  Fingal. 

6. 
My   blelTmg  attend  the  foul  of  that   hero, 
whofe   fury  was  violent  in  battle;   Fingal, 
fon    of  Comhal,    chief  of  the    hoftl    who 
gained  great  renown  from  that  conteft. 

7- 
One  day  that  we  were  at  the  chace,  looking 
for  red-deer,  not  being  fuccefsful  in  meeting 
with  our  game,  we  faw  the  rowing  of  ten 
thoufand  barks,  coming  along  the  furface  of 
the  lea,  towards  our  fliore. 


*  Here  Fingal  and  his  heroes  fcem  to  be  exprefsly  attributed  to  Ireland.  Fingal  is 
aittinguifhed  as  Irifh  alfo.  in  v.  8. 

f  OlEan  and  St.  Patrick  are  ever  reprefented  as  difputitig,  whether  the  ChriftUn  religioa 
or  the  ftories  of  Fhein  weie  to  be  preferred.  Here  St.  Patrick  appears  willing  to  acknow- 
kdgc  the  fuperionty  of  ilie  latter  ;  and  to  rear  an  al'.ui,  not  to  God,  but  Fingal. 

8.  Shefaabh 

c 


[     ro    ] 


Shefaabh  (in  ru}  ail  an  Leirg 
Thionnail  an  Fhein  afgach  Taoibh 
Seschd  Catha — urcharu  gu  prop 
Gure  dhiahd  mu  Mhachd  Nin  Taoig. 

9-    . 
Shanig  an  Cabhlach  gu  Tir 
Greadhin  nach  bu  bhin  ha  r  leinn 
Bu  lionar  ann  Pubul  Sroil 
Ga  thoigbhail  leoos  an  eean. 

10. 

Hog  iad  an  Caifhrl  on  Choill 
Schuir  iad  orra  an  Airm  ghaidh 
San  air  Gualin  gach  Fhir  mho.r 
Is  ihog  fiad  orra  on  Traidh, 

Labhair  Msc  Cumhail  ri  Fhein 
An  f  hidir  (hibh  feln  co  na  Sloigh 
Kaiind  fis  ruigh  fhibh  co  Bhuidhin-bhorb 
Bheir  an  Deanneal  cruaidh  fan  ftrachd. 


«.' 


We  all  ftood  on  the  fide  of  a  hill;  the  fol' 
lowers  of  Fingal  affembled  from  every  quar- 
ter; feven  tribes  furrounded  the  fon  of 
Teague's  {Taoig)  daughter. 

9- 
The  fleet  came  to  (here,  and  there  appeared 
a  great  multitude  that  feemed  not  difpofed  to 
fnendfliipj   and  there  was  many  a  tent  of  filk 
raifed  over  them. 

10. 

They  bore  away  from  the  woods ;  they  put 
on  their  beautiful  armour  on  every  great 
man's  Ihoulder;  and  they  bore  away  from 
the  Ihore. 

11. 
The  fon  of  Comhal    fpoke   to  his    heroes, 
"  Can  ye  know  v/ho  is  this  crnel  people  ?  or 
do  ye  know  who  is  the  author  of  the  furious 
battle  on  this  ihore?" 


Sin  nuair  huirt  Connan  aris 
Cobail  leal  a  Ricogh  bhi  ann? 
Colhaoleadh  tu  Fhinn  nan  Cath 
Bhiodh  ann  acb  flath  na  Riogh. 

Co  gheoraeld  an  air  Fhein 
Rechidh  a  ghabhai!  Sgeul  don  Iftiuadh 
'Sabheridh  hugain  e  gun  Chleih 
Sgum  beireadh  ee  Breith  is  Buaidh. 

14. 
Sin  nuair  huirt  Connan  arls 
Co  bail  leal  a  Riogh  dhul  ann 
Ach  Feargheas  bor-ghlic  do  Mhachd 
O  Ihechleachd  bhi  dul  nan  Ceann  ? 

'5- 

Beir  a  Mhallachd  a  Connain  Mhaoil 
Huirt  an  Feargheas  bu  chaoin  Cruth 
Rachanfa  ghabhai!  an  Sgeil 
Don  Fhein  *scho  bann  air  do  Ghuth. 

16. 
Ghluais  an  Feargheas  armoilog 
Air  an  Rod  an  Coinneamh  nan'm  fhear 
'Sdehfisrich  e  leComhradh  foil 
Co  na  Sloigh  (ho  hlgairLear  ? 

Marus  fuileach  fearich  (lar 
Mac  Riogh  Btatha  nan  Sgia  Dearg. 
Ard  Riogh  Lochlin  Ceann  nan  Clear. 
GioUa  bo  Mhor  Fiabh  as  Fearg. 

18. 
Ciod  aghluaifa  Bhuin  borb 
O  Rioghachd  Lochlan  nan  Colg  fcan» 
!Mar  han  a  Mheadacha  air  Fhion 
A  hanig  air  Triath  hair  Lear. 

19. 
Air  do  Laimfa  Fheargheas  fhoile, 
Afan  Fhein  ga  Mor  do  (huim 
Chagabh  (in  Cumha  gan  B  hran, 
Agus  a  Bhean  a  hoirl  o  Fhean. 

20. 
Bheiridh  an  Fhein  Comhrag  cruaidh 
Pod  Shluadh  ma'm  fuighe  tu  Bran, 
Is  bheridh  Fcan  Comhrag  trein 
Pbuil  fcia  mum  fuighe  tu  Shean, 


Then  faid  Connan  again,  "  Whom,  O 
King,  dofl  thou  fuppofe  them  to  be  ?  or 
who  (houldelt  thou  .think  it  fhouldbe?  O 
thou  F"ingal  of  battles!  but  the  tlower  of 
Kings?"  (Manot  King  0/ Norway) 

Fingal.  13. 

"  Who  (hall  we  find  among  our  heroes,  that 
vrill  go  to  get  word  of  the  people,  and  will 
bring  us  good  intelligence,  he  Ijiallhavc  my 
applaufc  and  favour  ?" 

14. 
Then  fays  Connan  again,  "  Whom,  O  King, 
would  you  chufe  to  go,  but  your  very  wife 
fon  Fergus?  (ince  he  is   ufed  to  go  on  this 
bufinefs." 

15- 
«'  My  curfe  on  thee,  bare-headed  Connan," 
fays  Forgus    of  the  fair   complexions:  "   I 
will  go  and  enquire  abojt  the  heroes,  but  not 
for  thy  fake." 

16. 
Young  warlike    Fergus    went  away  to  th? 
road  to  meet  the  men  ;   He  enquired  with  a 
mild  voice,  "  Who  were  the  multitude  that 
came  over  the  fea?" 

17. 
Bloody  Magnus  of  the  manly  form,  fon  of 
King  Beatha  of  the  red  Ihicld  ;  chief  King 
of  Lochlin  (A'cintay),  and   head  of  men,  a 
man  of  furious  appearance. 

li. 
"  What  moved  thee,  thou  fierce  man  !   from 
the  kingdom  of  Lochlin  with  fierce  appear- 
ance;  if  it  was  not  to  encreafe  our  warriors, 
that  the  hero  came  over  the  fea  ?" 

19. 
"  By  thy  hand,  thou  mild  Fergus  !  tho'  thou 
art  great  among  the  heroes,  we  will  not  take 
a  reward  without  Bran,  and  we  will  take  the 
wife  of  Fingal  himfelf." 
Fercus.  20. 

"  Our  heroes  will  give  thy  people  hard 
battle,  before  thou  (halt  get  Bran  ;  and  Fin- 
gal will  himfelf  fight  thee  hard,  before  tho« 
ibalt  get  his  wife." 

SI.  Hanig 
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Hanig  Feargheas  mo  Bhrair  fein. 
■"Shu  Cholbhail  ri  Grein  a  Chruth. 
'Shisidh  e  Sgeile  go  foil 
Ga'  bofgaradh  mor  a  Gehuth. 

az. 
Mac  Riogh  Lochlan  fud  faoin  Tralbh 
Go  de'n  fa  gho  bhi  ga  Chleth  ? 
Cha  gabh  e  gun  Chomhiag  dlu 
Na  do  Bhean's  do  Chu  faoi  bhreth. 

23. 
Chaoidh  cha  tugainfe  mo  Bhean 
Dodh  'aon  Neach  ata  fuidh  'n  Ghrein 
'Scha  mho  mheir  mi  Bran  gu  brach 
Gus  an  kid  am  Bas  na  Bheil 

24. 
Labhair  Mac  Cumhail  ri  Goll 
Smor  an  Glonn  duin  bi  iiar  tofd 
Nach  tugamid  Comhrag  borb 
Do  Riogh  Lochlan  nan  Sciadh  breachd. 

25. 
Seachd  Altramain  Lochain  lain 
Se  labhair  Goll  gun  f  has  Cheilg 
Sair  libhfe  gur  Moran  Sluaidh 
Bheir  mi'm  brigh  fa'm  buaidh  gu  Icir. 

26.  Prios 

Se  huirt  an  Tofgar  bu  mhor  Brigh 
Dioni^amfa  Riogh  Infe-Tore 
S  Cinn  a  Dha  chomhirlich  dheig 
Leig  faoi  'm  choimhir  fein  an  Coifg. 

larla  Muthuin  fmor  a  Ghlonn 
Se  huirt  Diarmaid  donn  gun  ghuin, 
Coifge  mife  fud  dar  Fein 
No  ceuitim  fdin  air  a  fhon. 

28. 
Gur  he  dhabh  mi  fein  fas  Lalmh 
Gad  ha  mi  gun  Chail  an  Nochd 
Riogh  Termin  na'n  Comhrag  teann, 
'Sgo  fgarrain  a  Chean  re  Chorp. 

29. 
Beubh  Beauneachd's  buinibh  buaidh 
Huirt  Mac  Cumhail  nan  Gruaidhdearg 
Manus  Mac  Gharra  nan  Sloidh 
Diongaidh  mifc  ga  mor  Fhearg. 


Noiche  fin  duinne  gu  Lo 
Bainmaig  lein  abhi  gun  Cheoil 
Fleagh  gu  fairfing  fion  is  Ceir 
Se  bheidh  aig  an  Fheiii  ga  ol. 


My  brother  Fergus  c«me  with  hit  com- 
plexion like  the  fun  ;  to  tell  the  tale  piildly, 
though  his  voice  was  loud. 


«  The  fon  of  the  king  of  Lochlin  i$  on  th« 
Oiore  :  Why  Ihould  I  conceal  it  f  He  will 
not  depart  without  hard  battle,  or  thy  wif« 
and  thy  dog  as  a  reward." 

FiNGAL.  23. 

"  I  never  will  give  my  wife  to  any  one  un- 
der the  fun:  neither  will  I  give  Bnn  (oz 
ever,  till  death  talies  hold  of  my  mouth." 

Comhal's  fon  fpoke  to  Gaul,  *'  It  xs  great 
Ihame  for  us  to  be  quiet ;  that  we  do  not  giv«. 
hard  battle  to  the  King  of  Lochlin,  of  th^ 
fpotted  (hield*." 

"  The  feven  brave  foni,  of  the  little  lake  of 
Lano,  fays  Gaul  without  guile;  you  think 
them  a  great  multitude,  but  I  Will  conquer 
them  f ." 

26. 
Then  fays  Ofcar  of  mighty  ftrength,  "  Give  ;  ■ 
to  me  the   King    of    Inillore    pbe    iflaml   of 
iVdd  Boars)  J  his  twelve  nobles  have  a  fweet     ' 
voice,  leave  me  to  quell  them  |." 

27. 
"  Earl  Mudan's  glory  is  great,"  fays  bfown 
Dermid  without  malice  ;  "  I  will  quell  hint  «^ 
for  thy  heroes,  or  fall  in  the  attempt  Ij."         |^ 

28.  ì^ 
I  myfelf  took  in  hand,  the'  I  am  at  this  night.  >  ' 
without  vigour,  King  Terman  of  the  dofc  ^^ 
battles,  that  I  fhould  fever  hi*  head  from  his  ..-  . 
body  §,  *  > 

29.  _  r' 

"  Deferve  blefBngs,  and  gain  the  viftory,"  ;^ 
fays  Comhal's  fon    with  the   red    cheeks  r 
•«  Magnus  fon  of  Gharra  of  multitudes,  I 
will  conquer,  though    great   is   his   fui^   in 
battle**." 

30. 
From  night  to  day,  we  feldom  wanted  mufic  : 
a  wide  houfe,  wine,  and  wax,  are  what  we 
ufed  to  have,  when  we  drank. 


,<.^' 


*  Neither  Mac- Nab,  nor  any  other  Highlander,  to  whom  I  ihewed  this  poem,  ever 
feemed  to  conceive,  that  there  was  any  affinity  between  it  and  the  Offian  of  Mr.  Macpher- 
fon  :  but,  on  comparing  it  with  the  poem  called  Fingal,  I  find  the  following  parallel 
pafljges,  book  IV.  fume  part  of  which  are  a  tranilation  ot  the  above  fong,  though  quite  on  a 
diflerent  fubjeft.  24.  "  Behold,"  faid  the  Kingof  generous  Ihields,  "  how  Lochliu  divides  on 
Lena — Let  every  chief  among  the  friends  of  Fingal  rake  a  dark  troop  of  thofe  that  growa 
ib  high.     Nor  let  a   fon  of  the  echoing  groves  bound  on  the  waves  of  Iniftore." 

•f-    "  Mine,  faid  Gaul,  be  the  feven  chiefs,   that  came  from  Lano's  Lake," 

I  Let  Iniftore's  dark  King,  faid  Ofcar,  come  to  the  fwdrd  of  Oflian's  fon  ;  To  min« 
the  Kiagof  Inifcon,   faid  Connal  heart  of  (Irel. 

II  Or  Mudan's  Chief,  or  I,  faid  brown-haired  Dermid,  Ihall  fleep  on  clay-cold  earth. 

§  My  choice,  though  now  fo  weak  and  dark,  was  Terman's  battling  King.  I  pr«inifci 
with  my  hand,  to  win  the  heroes  dark  brown  (hield. 

**  Elell  and  vidlorious  be  my  chiefs,  faid  Fingal  of  the  mildcft  look  ;  Swaran,  King 
^jf  roaring  waves,  ihou  art  the  choice  of  Fingal  !"— The  bleffings  here  are  evidently 
chriltian  ;  Macpheifon,  in  his  tranflation,  has  very  happily  given  tbe^i  >  different  «ir— The 
text  verfe  in  the  poem  above  is  eridsntly  corrupt,  and  improper,  '." 
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CJhuncas  mu'o  do  fear  an  Lo 
A  gabhail  Do'igh"  an  fa  Ghuirt 
Mei'rg  Riogh  Lochlan  an  aigh 
Ga  hogail  on  Traibh  nan  NuthJ. 

Chuir  (hmn  Dfo-ghrfinc  ri  Cr?nn 
Brauaeh'  Fhein  bu  gbarga  Trus'h 
Lom-lan  rio  Cluc'haibh  OT 
Aguinuè  bu  mhòira  Mens. 

Jommaid  Cloimh  Dorn-ch,-;n  oir 
Jommaid  Sroil  ga  chuii'  ri  Crann 
'n  Cath  Mhic  Cumhall  Fean  nau  fleadh 
'Sbo  Lionfar  Slcadh  ofaii-  Ceann. 

.     34-  . 

iommaid  cotan,  jommaid  Triach 
o'mmàid  fcia  as  larich  dharamli 
omraaid  Draoifich's  mac  Riogh 
àcharaibh  fear  riamh  dhcu  gun  arm. 

.  .       35-. 
Jomnr.a-'d  Cloigid  maifich  crusidh 
Jommaid  Ti  rth  is  Jommaid  Gath 
'n  Cath  Riogh  Lochlm  ha'm  pios 
Eu  lionfar  Mac  Riogh  is  Flath.  ■ 


RiiiT^eadlr  aq  'Nulruig  chruaigh 
'S  bhriffcadear  air  Buaidh  na'n  Gall 
Chrom  Ihinn  ar  Cean  an  fa  Chath 
Is  rein  gach  Flath  mar  a  Gheall. 

ilachair  Mac  Cumhail  na'n  Cuach 
Agus  Manus  na'n  ruag  gun  Adh 
RI  cheil'ann  an  Tiutim  an  tflaaidh 
Cklerich  nach  bo  cruaidh  an  Cas. 

38. 
Go'm  be  fud  an  Turleum  lean 
Mar  Dheanna  a  bheridh  da  Ord 
Caih  fuilich  an  da  Riogh 
Go'm  bo  ghuinncach  biiogh  an  Colg. 

39- 
Air  brifleadh  do  Sge  an  Dearg 
Air  eridh  dhoibh  Fearg  is  Fraoch 
Heilg  iad  am  Bull  air  an  lar 
•S  hug  iad  Spairn  an  da  Laoich. 


31' 


We  faw,  before  the  dawn  of  day,  the  iron 
King  of  Lochlin,  taking  poffeflion  of  the 
field  ;  coming  in  his  youih,  from  the  Ihore, 
before  the  men  *. 

Wc  fet  up  decently  lo  a  ftandard  the  colour! 
offince  Fingal  :  they  were  ftll  of  golden 
Hones,  and  with  us  muchellccmed  "I-. 

.       31- 
Mary  «  gnld-hilted  iv/ord,  many  a  flag  way 
raiffd  to  iis  ftaflP;  in  the  hcfpitable  fon  of 
Coniliars  bailie :    and  many  a  javelin  wji 
above  us  J; 

34' 
Many  a  coat  of  mail,  many  a  hero,  many  a 
fhield,  many  a  great,  bread- plate,    many  a 
king's  fon;    and  there  was  none   of  them 
without  a  weapon. 

Many  a  handfome  fteel  helmef,  many  a  bat- 
tlc-ax  (the  L'.cbabar  Av,  Jit  Gnl.  /int.  p. 
261.).  many  a  dart,  in  the  hoft  of  arms  of 
the  King  of  Lochlin  of  ihc-lh;  and  manj^ 
heroer,  the  fons  of  kings. 

36. 
They  prayed  frrver.lly,  and  the  forces  of  lh« 
Itrangers  wCie  broken  :  we  bowed  our  heads 
in  the  battle,  and  every  hero  did  as  he  had 
promifed  i|. 

37- 
The  fon  of  Coi-.lial  of  the  drinking  hornt, 
and  Magr.'js   ihe  unfortunate,  met  together 
in  ihe  miJdle  of  the  multitude  :  CJerk,  wat 
not  that  a  dreadful  cafe? 

38. 
Was  not  that  a  dole   fight,  like  the  firokei 
of  t«ro  hammers,  the  bloody  battle  of  the 
two  kings,    whofe  countenances  were  very 
furious  §? 

39- 
After  the  red  (hield  /Sge  Dearg  J  was  broken, 
their  countenances  being  fierce  ;   they  threw 
their  weapons   to  the   ground,  and  the  two 
heroes  wieiUed  for  the  viftorv  **. 


*  This  verfe,  though  following  the  challenges  of  the  Fingalians,  in  my  copy  j  is  evi- 
dently analogous  to  Fingal's  fpeech  at  the  beginninf;  of  them  in  Macpherfon. 

f  This  vrrfi.-,  l:ke  the  former,  is  tranfpofed.  In  Macpherfon  it  precedes  verft  31.  "  Wo 
*'  reared  the  fun-beam  of  batik,  the  ftandard  of  the  king  :  each  hero  exulted  with  joy,  al 
*'  waving  it  flew  on  the  wind.  It  was  fiuddtd  with  gold  above,  as  the  blue  wide  ilieil,  of 
*'  the  nightly  fky."  The  word  tranllated  hy  Mr.  M.  Sun-beam,  Deo-ghreine,  was  by  Mr. 
Parrach  interpreted,  Colours;  as  being  moie  intelligible  in  Englrih,  though  lefs  literal. 

+   «  Each  hero,"  adds  M.icpherfon,  "  had  his  fiandard  too,  and  each  his  gloomy  men." 

II  This  verfe  is  not  only  Chriftian,  but  even  lui  erftitioos  :  in  Macpherfon  it  is  cxprcffcd 
fomev/ha:  diflerenlly  :  "  The  gloomy  ranks  of  Lochlin  fell,  like  the  banks  of  the  roaring 
Cona  :  "  our  ar.i;    were  viftorious  on  Ltna,  each  chief  fulfilled  his  piomife." 

^  The  followirg  ..vfcb  areas  analogous  to  the  battle  of  Fingal  and  Swaran,  Firgal, 
B.'V.  as  the  verfes  foregoinjj  to  iV  e  ivalTages  abovi- quoted,  from  Marphcrfon  :  "When  the 
*'  two  heroes  met,  there  was  the  clang  ot  arm?  !  There  every  blow,  jikf  the  hundred  ham- 
"   mfrs  of  ihc  furnace  :   Terrible  is  the  battle  of  the  kings  ;   dreadful  ilie  look  of  theireys." 

•'  <«  Their  f/a/*  brown  rtiields  (Sge  Dinij)  are  cleft'in  twain.  Their  Heel  Hies  broken 
"  from  their  helms.  Tt;ey  fling  their  weapons  down.  Each  nilhes  to  his  hero's  grsfp. 
*"  Tiieir  iintwy  arms  bend  round  each  other:  they  turn  fiom  fide  to  f;d«  ;  and  ftrain,  and 
♦'  ftreich,  their  largt^  »f"* '^ptea'Jii'gli^'io^isei'JV.'' 

I  40.  C»»h 
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40. 
Cath  fuileach  an  da  Riogh 
San  leinne  bu  chian  an  Clofs 
£ba  Clachan  agus  Talamli  rrom 
Amofgladh  faoi  Bhoiin  an  Cofs. 

41, 
Leagur  Riogh  Lochlan  gan  Adh 
Am  fianirti  Chaich  air  an  Rnoch 
?Sair  fan  gad  nach  bhon  air  Riogh 
Chuiridh  ceangeal  nan  bu  Chaoil. 

Sin  nuair  huirt  Connrin  Maoil 
MacMornadh  bha  riabh  ri  Hole, 
Cumur  ruim  Manus  nan  Ian 
'Sgo  sgarrain  an  Ctann  tt  Chorp. 

■   ^^' 
Cha  neil  agam  Cairdi"a5  na  Gaoil 

Riutfa  Coiinain  Mhaoil  gun  Fhoalt 

O'n  harla  mi'n  Grafan  Fhcin 

'Sanfa  kum  na  bi  faoi  fu'd  Smachd. 

44- 
O  harla  thu'm  Grafabd  fein 
Cha'n  iotrmair  mi  Bend  Flath 
Fuafglath  mi  hufa  o'm  Fhcin 
A  Laimh  Threun  gu  cur  mor  Chath. 

45- 
'Sgeibh  thu  do  rioghin  aris 
Nuairaheid  thu  do'd  Thir  feiti 
Cairdcas  is  comtnun  doghna 
Ua  do  Lamh  achuir  fsoi'm  Fhein, 

46. 
Cha  chuir  mi  mo  I.iirnh  fioi'd  Fhein 
Ntiaii  a  MhanthcasCail  am  Chorp 
Aon  Bhuille  Taoighe  Fhein 
Saithreach  deinn  no  reinneas  orr. 

47-. 
Mi  fein  agus  Maihairis  Goll 
Trior  bo  mho  Glonn  fan  Fhein 
Ged  na  sinn  gun  Draofich  no  Colg 
Ach  eafteachd  ri  Hprd  Cleir. 


40. 


The  bloody  battle  of  the  two  kings;  we 
longed  for  their  feperation  :  there  were  ftoiie* 
and  heavy  earth,  opening  below  the  foles  of 
their  feet  *. 

41. 
The  unfortunate  King  of  Lochlin  was  over- 
thrown, in  prefencc  of  the   reft,  among   the 
heath;    apd,    though   it   did    not   become  Jk 
king,  his  feet  and  hands  were  tied  f . 

42. 
Then  fays  bald-headed  Connan,  fon  of  Mor- 
nah,    who  was    always   drinking,    "  Hold, 
Magnus  of  the  fwords,    wh'.lit  I  fever  hii 
head  from  his  body." 

Magnus.  43. 

«  I  have  no  frienddiip  nor  love  for  thee,  bal<4 
Connan  without  hair  :  but  though  I  am  in 
Fingal's  mercy,  I  would  rather  be  fo,  thaa 
under  thy  authority." 

FiNGAL.  44. 

"  Since  thou  art  in  Fingal's  mercv,  I  will 
allow  no  harm  to  thee:  1  will  fct  thee  at  li- 
berty from  nmongft  my  heroes  ;  thou  ftrong 
hand  to  fight  the  battles  1" 

45- 
"  And  thou  flialt  get  thy  own  choice  agam, 
when  thou  Ihalt  return  to  thy  own   country  : 
friendfhip  and   unity  always,  or  cUe  be  re- 
venged ot  our  heroes  |." 
Magnus.  46. 

"  I  will  not  take  revenge  of  your  heroes,  as 
long  as  there  is  breath  in  my  body  ;  nor  will 
I  ftnke  one  ftrokc  againft  thyfelf.  I  repent 
what  I  have  done  to  you]j." 

47- 
Myfelf,    my  Father,    and  Gaul,    were  the 
three   who   had   mod  children,  amongtt  onr 
heroes;   though  we  are  now  without  llrengtb, 
hearkening  to  clergymen's  orders. 

Many  curioiis  remarks  might  be  made  on  the  language  of  the  foregoing 
poem,  which  abounds  with  words  derived  from  the  Latin,  Danifli,  and 
Saxon  tongues;  as  Cierich,  Chorp,  Fhir^  Nochd,  from  the  former;  Bare, 
larla,  Cotan,  Brifleadh,  from  the  latter  :  many  particularities  alio  worthy 
our  attention  occur  in  the  ftyle  and  verfification,  fuch  are  the  paucity  of 
epithets,  the  love  of  alliteration  (lee  verfe  29,  1.  i.),  and  the  frequent  re. 


*  "  But  when  the  pride  of  their  ftrength  arofe,  they  rtiook  the  hill  with  their  heels, 
"  Rocks  tumble  fromfheir  places  on  high  :   the  green-headed  bulhes  are  overturned." 

f  At  length  the  It'rength  of  Swaran  fell  :  the  King  of  the  Groves  is  bound. 

%  In  the  lixth  book  of  Fingal,  this  pallage  alfo  is  found:     "  Raife  to-morrow,"  fays 

Fingal  to  Swaran,  "  raife  thy   white  fails  to  the  wind,  thou  Brother  of  Agandccca. Or 

••  dpft,thou  chufe  the  fight  ?     The  combat,  which  thy  fathers  gave  to  Trenmor,  is  thine  ! 
"  that  thou  mnyeft  depart  renowned,  like  the  Sun  fetting  in  the  Well  !" 

II."  King  of  the  Race  ot  Morven,"  faid  the  Chief  of  refoundiug  Lochlin,  "  never  will 
"  Swaran  fight  with  thee,  firft  of  a  thoufand  heroes  !"  I  found  thefe  parallel  padages,  on  if. 
llight  companfon  of  the  above  poem  with  Macpherfon  j  perhaps  a  ftrifter  fearch  might 
find  out  many  more.  This  poera  under  the  title  of  Manos,  has  been  like^vife  publilhed  by 
Mr.  Smith,  Gal.  Ant.  Edinb.  1780,  p.  250;  but  the  parallel  pafl'ages,  in  his  copy  and 
mine,  are  fcarcely  fo  numerous  as  thofe  above  quoted  from  Macpherfon  ;  our  copies  ngre 
only  in  the  i6th,  ZJH,  iid,  35th,  39th,  41ft,  42d,  43d,  and  44th  verfes  of  the  ahove 
poem.  Even  the  llory  of  the  two  copies  is  not  the  fame  :  in  Smith,  befides  many  other  dif- 
ferences, the  poem  concludes  wjta  lh«  death  of  Manos;  in  my  copy,  Manos  is  only  bound, 
like  Swaran  in  Macphejfoii, 

?    /'T  pctitioh 
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petition  of  line^  in  every  refj^e£t  the  fame,  as  in  Homer,  probably  with  a  de- 
Cgn  to  aflìjì  the  memory  (as  vcrfe  3,  1.  4,  v.  28,  1.  4,  and  42,  1.  4, — v.  14, 
J.  1,  V.  42,  1.  I,  &:c.);  but  becaufe  it  would  infringe  too  much  on  your 
Magazine  to  enlarge  upon  thefe  fubjefts,  I  fliall  leave  them  to  the  acutenefs 
of  your  readers. 

Shaw,  the  iafl  antngonid  of  Oflian,  obferves,  that  he  could  not  meet 
with  any  fongs,  in  the  Highlands,  which  mentioned  Swaran  King  of  Loch- 
lin  :  but  that  they  all  fpcke  of  Manos  or  Magnus  a  name  of  later  times. 
Perhaps  the  foregoing  might  be  one  of  the  fongs  he  met  with. 

The  two  following  poems  I  received  from  Mac-Nab,  at  the  fame  time 
with  the  laft.     The  f.rfr  of  them  relates  to  the  Death  of  Dermid:  the  Hif- 
tory  of  a  Song,  on  which  fubjeft  I  have  already  fent  you  on  the  authority  of 
Mr.  Stuart  of  Blr.ir*.     The  diftereuccs,  which  appear  between  the  follow- 
ing fong,  and  that  defcribed  by  Mr.  Stuart,  are  not  very  great ;  and  they 
lerve  mutually  to  explain  one  another.     I  there  ohferved,  that  another  fong 
on  this  iubjedt,  much  longer,  and  containing  a  greater  number  of  circum- 
itanccs,  had  been  infer:cd  by  Mr.  Smith,  in  his  Galic  Antiquities  f.     Mr. 
ijmitii's  poem  opening  with  an  addrefs  to  Cona,  and  Mount  Golbun  ;  de- 
fcribcs  Fmgal's  g«ing  out  to  hunt  on  the  latter,  and  relates,  that   Dermid 
bearing  the  cry  of  the  dogs,  left  the  embraces  of  his  wife,  to  join  the  chav... 
She  following  him,  meets  with  an  old  man,  mourning  over   his  owr   v. :  •■■ 
and  fon  ;  the  latter  of  whom,  having  fallen  at  the  chace,  through  rh.  iof'. 
ofhisfpear,  flie  determined  to  purfue  her  hufband,  with  a  fupeir, 
one,     Dermid  joins  Fingal,  and  engages  the  boar,  incited  by  tlic  O: ; 
rewards  of  that  monarcii.     He  lofes  his  fpear,  but  receives  ano!!.'v 
his  wife  ;  who  is  ilain  herfelf,  by  a  wandering  arrow.     With  the  .o:.o.=:L 
fpear,  he  pierces  the  breail  of  the  boar  ;  but  the  fliaft  being  broken,  he 
draws  his  fword,  and  kills  the  animal.     Connan,  the  Therfues  of  the  High- 
land fongs,  who  had  been  Dermid's  rival  in  love,  then  dnres  him  to  mea- 
fure  the  boar  j  whicli  he  does,  firll  in  the  fame  direction  with  the  bnlile?, 
and  receives  no  injury  :  but,  being  farther  pr-ovoked  by  Connan,  meafures 
him  again  the  contrary  way,  and  the  briftles  piercing  his  feet  he  is  llain  j. 
His  wife,  not  yet  expired,  mourns  over  him  ;   and  then  dies.     Tlieir  inter- 
ment is  dcfcribed,  and  the  poem  concludes  with  Offian's  funeral  long.  Such 
is  the  hiflory  of  Smith's  jx^-m,  which  in  fome  refpefts   coincides  with  the 
following,  and  in  many  differs  from  it :  what  kw  parallel  pafles  there  are  I 
iliall  inlert  in  the  notes.     Mr.  Darrach,  the  tranflator  of  the  former,  was 
ÌO  kind  as  to  tranllate  thefe  alfo  for  me. 

Mar  mharb  Diarmad  an  Torc  nimhe. 
How  Dermid  killed  the  poifonous  Wild  Boar. 

EISDIBH   bear:  ma's  ail  le'bh  Laoidh  ^^  IVE  ear  for  a  little,  if  you  are  fond  of  a 

i    Air  chuidcarhd  a  chaoldh  fo  chuaidh  V_X   poetical  account,  of  thofe  people  that 

Air  Beinii  Ghoilbtrrin's  air  Foirn  fial  art  now  dead  ;   and  that  went  to  Mount  Gol- 

'S  a;r  mèc  o  Duine  nan  Sgciil  truagh  :  bun  :    and  likewife  of  hofpitahlc  Fingal,  and 

1>1-.'  \mH  iiid  i  bu  mlior  an  fhcall  the  S<,n  of  O  Duine  of  the   Mournful  Tales. 

All  mac  o  Duinc  bu  dearg  bcul  Tl\cy  pievailed,  with  great  treachery,  on  the 

D))  do  bhem  (jhuilbcn  a  (hcalg.  Son  of  O   Duine  of  the  Red  Lij^,  to  go  to 

Tojrc,  nach  feadh  airm  a  chaoidh  Mount  Golbun,  to  hunt  a  wild  boar,  that  no 

♦   See    p.  7. 

4   Gal.  Ant.  p.   187  to  202- 

J   The  mode  of  menfuiation  here  mfant  was  performed  bv  putting  the  feet  one  before  the 
ethtr  alon^  thcboat'i  b.ii.k,  accoidi  ^  '-o  the  original  mode  of  meafuri^g  by  the  fco  r. 

Dix* 
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Dh'  eirich  a  bheift  as  a  fualn 
Dh'  amhalrc  i  uaip  an  gleann 
Dh'  f  hairich  i  faragra  nam  Fian 
Teachd  a  noir  's  a  niar  na  Ceann, 
Mac  o  Duine  nach  d'  ob  diamh 
Chuir  e'B  t  fleagh  an  dall  an  Tuirc 
Ehris  e'innt'an  ciann  mu  thri 
Bu  reachdar  lels  a  bhi  fa  mhuic 
Tharruinge  fhean  lann  o'n  Truaill 
Bhuigneadh  buaidh  aims  gach  blar 
Mharbh  mac  o  Duine  a  bheift 
Thachair  dha  feir  a  bhi  flan 
'Shuidh  finn  uil  air  aon  Chnoc 
Luidh  mor  fprochd  air  Ceann  flath  Fail 
Air  bhi  dha  fada  na  thofd 
Labhair  e's  gum  b'ole  a  chial 
<*  Tomhaisa  Dhiarmaid  fa  fochd 
Ciamead  troigh  's  an  Tore  a  Niar 
♦'  Seath  troighe  deug  dc  f  hior  thomhas 
Tha'm  frioghan  na  Muice  fiadhaich 
Cho'n  e  fin  iddir  atomha's 
Tomhais  a  ris  i  Dhiarmaid 
Tomhais  a  Dhiarmid  a  ris 
Na  aghaidh  gu  min  an  Tore 
'S  leaifa  do  roghair  ga  chionil 
Tuil  'igh  nan  arm  rann-gheur  goirt. 

Dh'  eirich  e  sb'en  turas  gaidh 
Thomhais  e  dhoibh  an  Tore 
Thollam  friogh  bha  nimheil  garg 
Bonn  an  Laoich  bu  gharbh  fan  trod 
"  Aon  deoch  dhamhs'  ad  Choaich  Fhinn 
Fhir  nam  briathra  blatha  binn 
Fon  chain  mi  mo  bhrigh  'smo  bhlaogh 
O  choin,  gur  truagh  mur  tabhair 
•'  Cho  toir  mile  dhuic  mo  Chuach 
'Scha  mho  chabhras  mi  ar  t  iota 
O's  beag  a  rinn  thcs  dom*  leas 
'Sgur  mor  a  rinn  thu  do  m'almhleas 
"  Chad'rinn  mife  cron  ore  riamh 
Thall  na  bhos,  a  noir  na  niar 
Ach  imiehd  'le  Grain  am  braidd 
Sa  buir  gam  thobhairt  fa  ghealTaibh. 


weapon  could  fubdue.  The  bcaft  awakcnei 
out  of  his  found  fleep,  he  looked  about  him 
round  the  glen,  and  perceived  the  noife  of  the 
heroes,  (Flan)  coming  eaft  and  wcft  about 
him.  The  Son  of  O  Duinc,  who  never  ihun- 
ned  a  warlike  enterprife,  aime  i  his  javelin 
at  the  boar;  broke  the  (haft  th  -'>f  i-  three 
pieces,  and  was  difpleafedto  find  it  fo  in  the 
boar.  He  drew  from  the  fcabbard  his  trufty 
blade,  that  obtained  viftory  in  battle:  the 
Son  of  O  Duine  killed  the  beaft,  and  he  him- 
felf  was  fafe*.  We  all  fat  upon  one  hill,  at 
which  time  Flngal  was  feizcd  with  a  deep 
melancholy  :  after  a  long  filence,  he  fpoka 
in  a  fierce  manner  :  "  Dcrmid  !  meafuie  the 
**  boar,  how  many  feet  he  meafures  to  the 
"  weftward  !" — "  Sixteen  feet  of  neat  mea- 
"  fure,  the  briftles  of  the  wild  boar  mea- 
«'  fure!"  (Fingal)  "  That  is  not  all  the 
"  meafure;  meafure  it  again,  Dermid,  mea- 
"  fure  it,  Dermid,  again,  again!!  the  briftles, 
*<  for  fo  doing,  you  ihall  have  your  choice 
"  of  my  warlike  weapons  f." 


He  got  up  and  undertook  the  hard  tafk  :  he 
meafured  the  boar  to  them.  The  venomous 
coarfe  briftles  pierced  the  foles  of  the  hero's 
feet,  and  fevere  was  the  enterprize.  "  One 
*'  drink  out  of  Fingal's  cup  {Chuach  Fhinn) 
**  You  with  the  warm  fwcet  words !  Since  I 
"  have  loft  my  ftrength  and  vigour  in  this 

"  attempt,  it  is  cruel  if  you  deny  me." "  I 

"  will  not  give  you  my  cup  [Chuach),  nor 
"  will  1  quench  your  drought;  as  you  have 
"  done  little  to  pleafe  me,  and  have  done 
"  much  to  oft'end  me." — "  1  never  did  yoa 
"  any  harm,  up  or  down,  eaft  or  weft;  but 
"  proceeded  ra(hly  to  recover  myfelf  of  my 
"  metamorphofes +." 


Gle»n« 


*  Smith  p.  194.)  gives  this  paflage  as  follows:  "  With  all  his  terrible  might  the  chief 
"  lifts  his  fpear;  like  a  n«eteorof  death  red  ifiuing  from  Lano's  cloud,  a  flood  of  lipht,  it 
"  quick  defcends.  The  head  is  lodged  in  the  rough  breaft  of  the  boar  :  the  (haft  flic's  over 
•'  trees,  through  air.  His  fword  is  in  the  hero's  hand,  the  old  companion  of  his  deeds  in 
♦'  the  hour  of  danger.  Its  cold  point  pierces  the  heart  of  the  foe.  The  boar,  with  all  his 
"  blood  and  foam,  is  ftretched  on  earth."  Smith  adds,  that  the  Clan  of  Campbell,  faid  to 
be  defcended  from  Dermid,  aflume  the  boar's  head  for  their  creft  from  this  event.  Smith 
calls  Dermid  the  fon  of  Duino,  p.  198;  Macphei(on  calls  him  the  fon  ofDuthno.  Fin- 
gal,  B.  V. 

f  Smith  (p.  194..)  alters  this  paflage  a  little;  and  afcribes  it  to  Connan,  in  the  room  of 
Fmgal,  as  I  have  already  faid.  «  Meafure,  faid  Connan,  that  little  foul,  the  boar  which 
'•  thou  haft  flam!  Meafure  him  with  thy  foot  bare,  a  larger  hath  not  been  fcen  !"  The  fooc 
**  of  Dermid  Aides  foftly  along  the  grain,  no  harm  hath  the  hero  fuffered.  "  Meafure,  faid 
"  Connan,  the  boar  againft  the  grain!  and  thine,  chief  of  fpears,  (hall  be  the  boon  thou 
"  wiltalk."  The  foul  of  Dermid  wasa  ftranger  to  fear;  he  obeyed  again  the  voice  of  Con- 
««  nan.  But  the  briftly  back  of  Golbun's  boar,  (harp  as  his  arrows,  and  ftrcng  as  his  fpear, 
«<  pierces  with  a  thoufand  wounds  his  feet.— Dcrmid  falls,  like  a  tall  pine  on  the  heath." 
A  boar  nxteenfeet  long  is  large  indeed! 

X  Smith  omits  this  converfation:  he  thus  fpeaks  of  it  in  a  note,  p.  195;  "  Such  as  may 
*^  here  mifs  the  dialogue,  concerning  CAwacAFimn,  or  the  medicinal  cup  of  Fingal,  will  re- 
*'   member,  that  it  is  of  fo  different  a  eompleftion  from  the  reft  of  the  poem,  that  no  apo- 

logy  needs  be  made  for  rejetìing  it,  as  the  interpolation  of  fome  later  bard."  Sm;ih  pro- 
bably found  u  no:  safily  fafceptible  of  ornameu:  j  and  inconfiftent  with  his  plan,  as  throw- 
leg 
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Gleann  (ith  an  glcann  fiar  rar  taobh  The  glen  alongfids  of  us  is  dark;  numerous 

'Slion  'ar  guth  Feidh  ann,  "s  loin,  there  are  the  ruttii.gs  of  deer,  and  the  voice9 

Glcann  an  trie  an  raibh  an  Fhiann  of  blackbirds  :   in  tiiat  glen,  the  heroes  often 

A  Nor  's  an  iar  an  deigh  nan  Con  went    ealt  and   well,    after   their   dogs:   the 

AnGleann  lin  fos  Beinn  Ghuilbin  ghulim  glen  under  verdant    Mount  Golbun,"  whofc 

'S  ailidh  tulachaii  tha  *o'n  Ghrcin  hillocks   are   the    f.iirilt    beneath    the    fun: 

'Stric  a  blia  na  rtruthain  ciearg  where  often   the   rivulets    ran  red,   after  the 

*N  deigh  do'n  Fhiaii  bhi  feal  an  fheidh.  heroes   had   killed    iheir   deer.     There,    ex- 

Sin  e  na  fliine  an  an  Raon  tended  on  the  green,  lies  the  fon  of  O  Duine, 

Mas  O  Dain'  air  a  thaobh  fcall  fìretched  on   his   lovely  fide  along  the  bosr, 

Na  Ihinc  relaobh  an  Tuirc  and  clad   in    all    his  armour.     This  tale  of 

Sin  sgeu]  th'agair  duit  gu  dearbh.  truth  have  wc  to  tell.     Alas !   Great  is  our 

Guill  ei  deadh  oir  iseah  lot's!  The  hand  that  performed    many   va* 

'S  an  cigin  nan  Creach  nach  ganu  liar.t  deeds  !  the  chief  of  warriors  lies  in  the 

Lamh  bu  mhor  Gaifg  is  griomh  glen! 
O  choin  mar  tCa'n  faoidh  fa  ghleann. 

In  the  foregoing  Poem  it  delerves  to  be  remarked,  that  Fingal  is  not  only 
-treated  with  little  reverence,  according  lo  a  former  obfervation  of  mine  *, 
but  is  even  reprefented  as  guilty  of  treachery.  Mr.  Stuart's  Narration  of 
the  Death  of  Dermid  agrees  uith  the  Poem  above  in  this  refpc^t;  whereai 
Mr.  Smith  has  chofen  to  repreient  it  differently :  and  more  agreeable  with 
the  uncontaminatcd  honour  of  Fingal,  in  the  reil  of  his  publication,  and  in 
the  Offian  of  IMacpheribn.  Smith  alio  attempts,  in  a  note,  p.  194,  to  palli- 
ate and  cover  the  luperftitions  notion  of  the  fatal  confeqnences  produced,  by 
walking  along  the  back  of  a  boar,  in  a  direc'tion  contrary  to  the  briftles:  no 
doubt,  bccaufe  he  would  have  u*  fuppofe,  that  the  natives  of  the  Highlands, 
unlike  all  other  nations,  have  been  ever  guided  by  truth  and  reafon.  I  widi. 
the  fame  intention  had  not  hid  miany  fimilar  notions  from  the  public:  for 
it  is  among  Inch  traditional  prejudices,  that  we  muil  look  for  national  cha- 
radler,  and  the  true  knowledge  of  mankind.  Reafon  is  ever  the  fame,  but 
folly  various.  They  would  alfo,  at  the  fame  tirrie,  have  ftampcd  greater 
authenticity  on  the  Poems  which  fhould  have  contained  them. 

I  am  inclined  to  fulpeòì,  that  there  are  in  the  foregoing  Song  fome  wordj 
directly  derived  from  the  Englifli,  as  Bheift,  thri,  &c. 

The  next  Poem,  is  an  account  of  the  death  of  Bran,  Fingal's  celebrated 
dog:  which  has  not,  as  far  1  know,  been  ever  publilhed  before.  It  docs 
not  leem  very  clear  what  fort  of  dog  he  was,  though  the  Poem  concludes 
ivith  a  fingular  deicription  of  him  ;  wherein  aho  is  (jontained  a  curious  enu- 
9ieration  of  the  peculiar  marks   of  excellence  in  dogs. 

Mur  mharbhadh  Bran. 
How  Bran  was   killed. 

AG  is  lag  orin  ars'  a  chorr  "  ^XT'^*'^'^  failed!  we  are  failed!"  fairs 

'S  fada  ona  mo  luirg  'am  dhsigh  W      '^^  heron,  "   my   Ihank   bone  is 

brifins 'i  a  nochd  *'  long    behind;  ihould   I    break    it  in  tb« 

Call  am  faighin  lus  na  leigh.  "  night,  where  could  I  find  a  phyfician,  T 

"  medicine  r" 

Leighifins  'i  ars  an  drcohn  «'  1  would  cure  thee,"  fays  the  wren,  "  a» 

O'nleighismi  moran  rombad  "  I  cured  many  before  thee:  O  heron,  that 

Achorribh  tha  o's  ma  cheann  "  lookeft  down  upon  me  !  It  wasi  who  cured 

*S  mis  a  Icighis  Fionn  nam  llearh  "  the  blytlic  Fmgal,  the  day  the  grey  boa* 

ing  the  blame  on  Fin;;3l ;  wiuch  were  ctrta'i^lv  fuificirnt  reafons  for  his  omitting  It.     I  am 
not   adequately  acquair.ie-j  with  the  fcctet  hiftciry  of  Dcmnid,  lo  explain  what  is  meant  by 
his  metamorjhofes,  in  my  cojiy. 
♦  S«e  p.  7. 

A* 
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An  !a  m'haoth  finn  an  tore  liitk 

'S  iomad  Fian  a  bha  fan  t  fleibh 

'S  ioraad  culean  taobh-gheal  feang 

Bha  taobh  ri  taobh  fa  bheinn  bhuig. 

'Nuiir  Ihuidliich  Fionn  an  tfealg 

'Sin  nuairghabh  Bran  fearg  rachuid. 

Throidd  an  da  choin  anns  an  t  lliahh 

3ran  gu  dian  agus  cu  GhuiU 

Mu'n  d'fheadas  fmachd  a  chuir  als  Bian 

Dhealaich  e  naoi  uilt  ra  dhrùira 

Dh  'eirich  GoU  mor  mac  Small 

Cuis  nach  bu  choir  mu  cheann  coin 

Bhagair  e  an  lamh  an  roibh  Bran 

Gun-dall  thoirtda  ach  a  mhaibhadh. 

£)h  'ei-i-ich  OlTiaa  beag  mac  Fkiinn 

'S  cuig  cead  deug  aa  codhall  Gliuill 

L'Bn'halr  i  an  cora  ard 

Caifg'ini  do  luath  garg  a  Ghuill 

Bbuail    mibuiUe  do'n  eil  bhuigh 

'S  dona  bailgibh  fuin  dianieac'a 

Dh  'adh  "laigh  mi  an  t  'or  na  cheania 

'S  tiuagh  a  rinn  mi  'm  beud  im  theitm 

Sheall  mochuileaii  thara  ghualain 

B'iognadii  leii  mi  ga  bhualadb 

Ar  lar.ih  fin  leis  'n  do  bhuaileadh  Bran 

'S  truagh  oa  ghualain  nach  do  Igar 

Man  d'rinn  mi  am  bcud  a  bhos 

Gur  truagh  nach  ann  eug  a  chuaidheai. 

Ciod  a  bhuaidh  a  bhiodliaii- Brau 
Arfa  Connan  nabhreach  miar  ? 

Fon  a  b'  aois  cuilean  do  Blu-an 
'S  fonchuirmi  conn-ial  air 
Chan  fhacas  am  tìanibh  fail 
Liorg  feidh  an  deigh  f  hagail 
Bu  mhaich  e  hun  an  dorain  duinn 
Bu  mhaith  c  thairt  eifg  a  h  abhainn 
Gum  b'  f  heaiT  Bran  a  mharbha  bhroc 
Na  coin  an  tal  on'  d'  thainig 
A  cheud  Jeige  f  huair  Bran  riamh 
Air  druim  na  coiile  coir  liath 
Namar  do  gach  fiadh  ar  bith 
Mharbh  Bran  air  a  cheud  rith. 

Caffa  buidhe  bha  aig  Bran 
Daliosdhutha  as  torr  geal 
Drulm  uaineon  fuidh  an  fealg 
Ciuafe  corrach  cro'-dhearg  §. 


"  was  (lain."  Many  a  hero  was  then  upon 
the  moor;  many  a  handfome  white-fided 
greyhound,  flood  fide  by  fide,  on  the  yellov/ 
mountain.  When  Fingal  prepared  for  hunt- 
ing, Bran  grew  angry  about  his  food.  Then 
the  two  dogs  fought  upon  the  moor,  fierce 
Bran  and  Gaul's  dog.  Before  Bran  conld  be 
managed,  he  fevered  nine  joints  from  the 
other's  back.  The  great  Giul,  the  fon  of 
Small*,  arufe,  incenfed  at  the  lofs  of  his 
dog  ;  he  threatened  to  put  the  hand  that  held 
Bran  to  immediate  death.  L'ttle  Olfian,  the 
fon  of  Fmgal,  got  up,  and  tifteen  hundred, 
more  f ,  to  meit  Gaul ;  and-  fpoke  with  » 
loud  voice. 


'*  Let  me  flop  thy  bold  hand,  Gaul  !  I 
"  Ih-uck  Braa  with  the  yellow  thong,  and 
"  fore  did  I  repent  :  at  which  the  famous 
"  Bran  looked  over  his  ihoulder,  furprifed 
"  atmyftriki.ighira.  Pity  it  was,  the  hand 
'•  that  ftruck  Bran  had  not  been  firfl  fevered 
"  from  the  fhoulder.  —  Ert' 1  comir.itted  the 
"  deed,  I  could  wilh  I  had  been  no  more  ;J;." 


"  What  were  the  qualifications  of  Bran?" 
fays  raih  Connan — (Ojjiiit).  "  Since  Bran 
"  was  a  w  lelp,  and  fince  1  got  a  Loljar  upon 
"  him>  neither  Fingal  not  his  heroes  ever 
"  faw  the  track  of  a  deer  that  left  him.  He 
"  was  excellent  at  the  ouer  ;  was  good  at 
"  taking  fifn  out  of  the  water;  and  was 
*'  more  famous  at  killing  badgers  than  any 
'•'  dog  of  his  time.  The  firll  chacc  that  ever 
"  Bran  went,  above  the  wood  of  Cori-liath, 
"  nine  of  all  kinds  of  deer  Bran  ran  down  in 
*'  the  firll  puri'uic." 


"  Bran's  feet  were  of  a  yellow  hue  ;  both 
"  his  fides  black,  and  his  belly  white;  his 
<•  batk  was  of  an  eel-colour^  famous  for  the 
"  fport  i  his  ears  Iharp,  eredt,  and  of  a  fcar- 
♦'  let  colour," 


I  have  deferred  fending  you  the  following  poems,  in  the  hope  that  I 
fliould  have  been  able  to  accompany  them  with  a  tranflation ;  for  which 
purpofe,  Dr.  Willan,  of  Bartlet's  Buildings,  Holborn,  was  fo  kind  as  to 
tranfmit  them  to  a  friend  of  his  in  Scotland.  But  the  trr.nilalion  not  having 
found  its  way  to  London,  after  a  much  l.>nger  delay  than  I  had  reafon  to 
expeft,  you  now  receive  them  in  their  original  Erie,  ^hould  1  hereafter  re- 
ceive this  tranfiation,  I  fliall  certainly  trouble  Ou  wirh  it.  In  rhe  mean 
uhile,  if  any  of  your  numerous  readers,   wh    undcrfiand  Erfe,  will  obi io-c 


*  This  Gaul,  the  fop  oi    mail,   is  furely  a  different  perfon  from   Gaul,  the  Ton  of  Morni 
of  Macpberfon  and  Smith — \\it  fuch  varieties  are  cemmun  in  the  Highland  fongs. 
+   Thefe  huntings  feem  to  have  been  undertaken  by  the  whole  clan  together. 


\  Bran  appears   to  have  been  fiain  by  this  blow.     They;. 


thong  feems  to  have  had  fome 


peculiarly  fatal  power  in  it,  by  this  account  of  its  eff.'fls. 

§  In  the  firft  ftanza  of  this  poem,  1.  i  f<,r  oriu  r.  oirn  ;  I.  i  for  ona  r,  cna  J'  1.  6/er  rem 
bad  r.  romhad, 

D 


ir.e, 
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me,  and,  I  truft,  the  public,  by  rendering  this  tranflation  unnecefTarx'' ; 
I  have  no  doubt  you  will  think  yourfelf  happy  to  inlert  it. 

It  becomes  me  to  make  Ibme  apology  for  the  numerous  errors  in  orthogra- 
phy, which  muft  necelTarily  have  found  their  way  into  thefe  Erfe  poems  ; 
publiflicd  as  they  are  by  a  Granger  to  the  language.  I  can  only  fay,  that 
it  has  been  my  conilant  endeavour  to  be  as  correft  as  pofTible ;  though  I 
am  confcious,  that  nothing  is  more  e.nfy  than  to  miflake  one  letter  for 
another  in  an  unknown  tongue.  There  is,  however,  this  confideration  to  be 
made,  which  perhaps  will  excufe  many  app:;rcnt  errors:  that  the  writers 
of  Erie,  in  the  Ncottifli  Highlands,  by  no  means  agree  in  their  mode  of 
fpeiling.  The  reading  and  writing  of  the  Scottifli  Erfe  has  made  hitherto 
but  a  fmali  progrefs ;  it  certainly  never  appeared  in  the  form  of  printing 
till  of  late  years.  What  manufcripts  there  were,  feem  to  have  been  known 
to  few  ;  and  even  thofe  few  were,  perhaps,  obliged  to  Ireland  for  their 
knowledge  *.  E-very  one,  to  whom  I  ihew  tliele  poems  in  the  Highlands 
for  tranliation,  tekl  me,  that  they  were  written  in  the  !  rifli  dialedt ;  and 
indeed  they  evidently  appear  to  attribute  Fingal  to  Ireland  f . 

T  received  the  two  following  poems  from  Mac-Nab,  at  the  fame  time 
with  thofe  which  have  preceded  them. 

Duan  a  Mhuileartich. 


LA  do'n  Fhein  air  Tuliich  toir 
Re  abhrac  Eriu  onan  tiomicliil 
Chu- aire  ijd  air  Bharibh  Thonn 
An  Tarrachd  eicidh  aitail  crom 
She  bainm  do'n  Df  huadh  nach  to  fann 

maiinlich 
Am  Muilhartich  maoil  ruaigh  mathnn 
Bha  Haodin  du-^hlas  air  dhrcich  guail 
Bha  Deid  carbadtch  daoin  ruaigh 
P.ha  aoin  Suil  ghlcggich  na  Ceann 
'Sbulaaigh  i  na  Ruinich  Mao-rinn 
E'nagreann  ghlas-diith  air  a  Ceann 
Mar  dr.ro-cirCoill  chiinich  airchricheami 
Hi  abbarc  nan  Fiaii  bu  mhor  Goil 

bhi 
Trtiauiiiich  a  Bhiaft  tsachd  nan  Innis 
Mliairbh  1  le  Habhichd  ciad  Laoich 
'So  Gaiia  mornaGairbh  Chraois 
Cail  a  bheil  Firr  as  fearr  na  Shud 
An  duigh  an  Thcin  a  Mhic  Cubhail 
Chuirinfe  fliudair  do  Laibh 
A  Mbuileanich  mhathlon  mahoil  cham- 

mahaeh 
Air  Sta  Luclid  chumail  nan  Conn 
Na  bl  ciiine  gad  JMiiaoithidh 
Gheibh  tho  Cnbhif;h  afgaibh  Shith 
HuirtMac  Cob'iail  an  t.ird  Riogh 
Gad  gheibhinfe  Brir,h  Erin  ruUe 
A  Ilor  'fa  Halrj-id  la  Huinbhis 
"Bear  leom  thu  Ciiofgairt  mo  Tihleigh 
Ofcair  Raolne  fa  Ciiaoi  rail 
An  Tflilei^h  (bin  ris  a  bheil  tliu  fas 
San  aice  ha  «;o  ghian-  bhas 
Caillidh  lu  tlofa  Ch'im  chrin 
Tic  dco  Mhac  Olfiin  a  dhtarrai-h 


Buffa  dhuitOrd  Chrottidh  nan  Clich 
A  cha'giie  fod  '1  Fhiaclan — 
Na  Cobhrig  nan  F'an  fuillich 
'N  Ihin  nar  ghcrirh  frsoich  nabeift 
Dherich  Fiundath  na  Feinigh 
Dherich  Ofcur  flath  na  fearr 
Dherich  Ofcur  agus  lullin 
Dherich  C!ar-dhuth  Mac  bramh 
Dnerich  Goll  Mur  fgus  Connan 
Dhei>;h  nc  Laoich  nac  botiom 
Laoich  Mhic  Cubhail  nan  Arm  grlna 
Agos  rein  iad  Cro-coig  cath 
Mlmi  Arnchd  eitidh  fan  Gleann 
A  Cearthir  Laoich  abf hearr  fan  fhein 
Chobhrigidh  i  iad  gu  Inr 
Agus  f  i.rithilidh  Siad  ma  ftieacli 
Mar  ghath  rinne  na  Lafrich 
Hachir  Mac  Cubhail  an  Aigh 
Agus  a  Bhiaft  Laibh  air  Liibh 
Bha  Drachd  air  Earribh  a  Laiiine 
'Bhataioh  aCholla  r[  Guin  bualidh 
Bha  Brao.n  ra  Fliuilair  na  ftaoichibh 
Huii  Am  Muileartich  leis  an  Riogh 
Ach  Mathuil  chaban  gun  Scnlh 
Deichin  rha  duair  e  mar  Shin 
OLo  Cea:d;ch  Loin  Mhic  Lobhain     . 
Gil  uais  an  G'lthioh  leis  a  Biir;gh 
Gu  Teich  othar  an  Ard  Ricgh 
'Sou  Sgeulidh  le  Gotha  nan  Cuan 

m'achion  maoil ruagh 
Gun  do  Liharraigham  Muileartich 
Mar  dechidh  can  Tailibh  Tolc 
Na  mar  do  bhathigh  am  Muir  dhobhain  Long 
Cailt-  an  rò  Dhaoir.e  air  bith 
Na  bharraigham  Muileartich  ma  'i ion 


*  See 
t  See 


p.  6. 

p.   ^, 


C    19   J 


Gha  ne  bharbh  ì  ach  an  Fhian 

Buidhin  '.-is  r.ach  gabhir  Giabh 

'S  nach  Deid  Fin  na  Arrachdas 

Fon  Tlhlusigh  aluin  Fhalt-bhui  iommaidh 

Bheir  tnifcbriathai-a  rift 

Ma  bharbhigh  am  Muileartich  min 

Nach  fhag  mifc  aoin  na  Ghleann 

Tom  Innis  na  Eilleain 

Bheir  mi  breapadich  air  Muir 

Agus  Coragadich  air  Tir 

Crocoran 
Agus  ni  mi  Croran  Coill 


Freibhiehesn 
Ga  tarruing  hugam  afa  Taibhichean 
'S  mor  an  LucVid  d  ■  Loingeas  ban 
Ern  u  Ued  Thosrbha-l 
'S  ^lach  dei-hiiln  do  Lo  I'geas  riabbair  Sail 
Na  thcga  Coig  bh  do  dh'  Erin 
Mile  agus  Caogid  Long 
Sin  Caibhlich  an  R   .,rh  gu  trorn 
A  Del  gu  Crichibh  Erin 

fanagh 
Air  hi  na  Feinigh  nan  taragh. 


CUBHA  FhiNN  do  RiOGH  LoCHLIN. 


DEICHciad  Cuilean  deich  clad  Cu 
Deich  ciad  Siaibhrigh  air  Mil  ch,u 

Sleigh 
Deich  ciad  Sealtujn  chaoil  Chatha 
Deich  ciad  Brat  min  Datha 

Each 
Deic^  ciad  Gearaltich  cruaigh  Dearg 
Deich  ciad  Nobui  don  Or  dhearg 
Deich  ceud  Maighdin  le  da  Ghun 
Deich  ceid  Mantul  don  Tlhid  Ur 
Deich  ceid  Sonn  a  dberigh  leat 
Deich  ciad  Srian  Oir  Sc  airgid. 
Riogh  Lochlin. 
Gad  a  gheibhidh  Riogh  Lochlin  ihud 
'S  nabha'  Mhaoln  'sdo  Tiheidin  an  Erin 
Cha  f  hilligh  e  T'ftluaigh  air  ais 
Gus  'mbigh  Erin  ruU'  air  Earras 

Suil  gan  dug  Riogh  Lochlia. 
Uaigh  chunnair  e  Bractich  a  tin 
Amach  Sc  Gille  gaifte  air  a  Ceann 
Air  a  lafc  do  Dh  or  Eirinich 
Dibhuille  Duibhne  dualich 
Ni  Ihud  Brattich  Mhic  Trein-bhuaghich, 

Dibhuille. 
Cha  ni  (hud  ach  an  L  ath  luid  neach 
Brattich  Dhiarmald  o  Duibhr.e 
'Snar  bhigh  an  Fhian  rul'  amach 
'Shi  Liath-luidnich  bu  toifich 

Suil  gan  dug  Riogh  Lochlin,  Sec. 


Dibhuille. 
Cha  ni  (hud  ach  an  Aoin  Chafach  rOaida 
Brattich  Chaoilte  nan  Mor  Tihluaidh 
Brattach  leis  an  fgoilteaj-  Cinn 
'S  an  dpiriir  Fuilgu  Aoibranibh 
Suil,  &c. 

Dibhuille. 
Cha  ni  Ihud  ach  an  Scuab  ghabhigh 
Brattach  Oliur  Chro'  laidir 
'Soar  a  ruigte  Cath  nanCliar 
Cha  biach  f  hiarich  ach  Scuab-ghabuidh 
Suil,  &c. 

Dibhuille. 
Cha  ni  fud  ach  a  Bhriachil  bbreochll 
Brattach  Ghuill  MhoirMhic  Morni* 
Nach  dug  Troigh  air  a  hais 
Gus  n  do  chrith  an  Tailibh  tromghlas 
Suil,  Sec.  &c. 

Dibhuille. 
'S  mifa  dhuitfa  na  bheil  ann 
Ha  Ghil  ghieine  an  fud  a  tighin 
As  Naoirh  Slaibhrinin  aift  a  Ihios 

dail 
Don  Or  bhuigh  gun  Dal  Sgiabk 

Agus  Naoigh  nao  lan-gheafpeach 

Fo  Cheann  a  huiUe  Siaibhrigh 

Atogairt  air  feo  do  Tlhuaightliibh 

Mar  Cliabh-tragha  gu  Traigh 

Bigh  gair  Chatha  gad  iummain.  > 


There  are  many  reafons  to  conclude,  that  thele  two  Poems  nre  either 
much  interpolated,  or  the  work  of  a  late  age.  Many  words,  apparently 
derived  from  the  Englifli,  occur  in  them;  fimilar  to  thofe  in  the  Song  o^' 
the  death  of  Dermidf,  fuch  are  Bheift,  Nobul,  Maighdin,  Mantul, 
Ghun,  &;c. 


*  Here  Gaul  is  called  the  ion  of  Morni,  fc-e  note  *  in  p.  17:  he  is  always  called  M,-?oir 
Cbuil,  or  Gn,it  Gaul,  and  feems  to  have  been  erteemed  one  of  the  laigeil  of  the  Fintjaiian 
giants.     See  Offian  3£«5  an  Clericb,  v.  10.  Fhir  mhoir:  S'^^t  «««"  ^^  giant,  &i. 


t  See  p.  16. 
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^Vhcn  I  left  Dalmaly  the  laft  time,  I  requcfted  Mac-Nab  to  fend  me  fucK 
Erfe  poemo,  as  he  might  afterwards  coUeòt :  in  confequence  of  which,  he 
inclolcd  a  bong  called  Urnigh  Offiau,  or  Ollian's  Prayers,  in  the  following 
letter. 

"SIR, 

*'  1  fend  you  this  copy  of  Oflian's  Prayers.  I  could  give  you  more  now, 
*•  if  I  luyi  time  to  copy  them  :  them  1  gave  you  was  partly  compored, 
"  -when  they  went  from  their  refidence  (in  Cromgteann  nam  Cloch)  that 
"  is  Glenlyon  Perthlhire,  to  hunt  to  Ireland. — I  have  fome  good  ones,  I 
*'  mean  Poems,  on  Fingal's  Tour  to  Lochlann  or  Denmark  ;  wherein  the 
"  Danes  was  defeated,  and  their  women  brought  captive  to  Scotland — The 
bearer  hurries  me  to  conclude.  1  am,  Sir,  in  haiie, 

"  Your  moll:  humble  fervant, 

♦'  Alex.  M'Nae. 

•'   Barcbaftan,   27th  June,    1 7  80. 

*'  P.  S.     Fjeafe  to  write  if  they  overtake  you." 

In  this  letter,  Mac-Xab  leems  to  in  ply,  th^t  the  Fingalians  divided  their 
time  bet.vccn  Ireland  and  Scotland  ;  though  the  Songs  themfelves  mention 
only  Erin  or  Ireland,  its  peculiarities  and  traditions.  The  following  Song 
called  OlSan's  Prayers,  which  indeed  is  in  many  refpefts  the  moil:  curious 
of  any.  is  alfo  the  only  one  he  gave  me  that  mentions  Scotland  or  Alla- 
binn.  He  hov.ever  related  to  nie  the  Hiftory  of  another  Song;  a  copy  of 
which  has  been  piibliflied  by  Sn,ith  in  his  GaUc  Antiquities  *,  under  the  title 
of  7he  Fall  of  Tura ;  likewife  mentioning  Scotland,  and  containing  fome 
other  remarkable  particulars :  on  which  account  I  fhall  take  the  liberty  of 
infeitingit.  It  differs  in  many  circuiriflances  from  the  narrative  in  Smith  ; 
though  the  leading  events  aie  fniiilar. 

The  people  of  Fingal,  according  to  Mac-Nab,  being  on  fome  excurfion, 
a  villain  called  Garrell  f  took  the  opportunity  to  fet  fiie  to  one  pf  their 
caftles,  of  which  it  ieems  they  had  many  in  ditierent  places.  This  callle 
llood  in  the  ifle  of  Skye,  and  their  women  were  confined  in  it:  "  for,"  laid 
jVIac-Nab,  "  they  l^ept  many  women  like  the  Turks."  The  caftlc  being 
burnt  down  by  this  means,  the  women,  unable  to  efcape,  were  all  deflroy- 
ed  together.  The  FingaUans  v>ere  at  that  ;ime  failing  on  the  coaft,  and 
faw  the  fire:  but.  thou -h  they  ufed  all  the  fpeed  in  their  power,  they  ar- 
rived too  late  to  prevent  the  mifchief. 

Theabo\e  ftory,  thus  famply  reiated  by  Mac  Nab,  agrees  with  what  he 
fays  in  his  letter  about  the  Danifu  women  being  brought  captive  to  Scot- 
Fmd  by  the  Fingalians;  and  with  the  knoun  manners  of  barbarous  na- 
tions. It  does  not  io  well  agree  with  the  reprelentation  of  Macpherfon  and 
Smith  t. 

Glenlyon,  which  Mac  Nab  in  his  letter  fpeaks  of,  as  ore  of  the  principal 
abodes  of  the  Fingalians,  lies  in  the  weflern  part  or  Perthfliirc,  on  the  bor- 
ders of  Argylefnhe,  near  Loch-'l'ay. 

Throughout  tnis  country  are  many  ruins  of  rude  llone  wall?,  confiimsfted 
in  a  circle  ;  the  ilpnes  of  which  are  very  large:  thefe  are  laid  by  tradition  to 
be  the  work  of  Fingal  and  his  heroes.  One  of  thefe  ruins  isclofe  by  ^lac- 
Nab's  houfe      Tb-^  Piifilli  houles  are  buildings  of  this  fort. 

Many  places  in  the  country,  as  glens,  lochs,  iflands,  &c.  are  denomi- 
nated froiii  the  Fingalians.  The  largeft  earns,  which  abound  here,  are  faid 
to  be  their  fepulchral'mpnumcnts :  indeed  ail  ftriking  ohjefls  of  nature,  or 

*  See  p.  14  and  r^,  where  this  work  ha?  been  al'eady  quoted. 

f  Smith  calU   ih.s  man   Gara;   and  makes  him  one  of  Fingal's  heroes,  who  was  Itft   at 
j,,_,  ,,  ,  ^„,,,1  wVif,)  f  t'c  acci'''i!t  happened. 
,    *  Seep.  i6»  and  ncte  . 

grcal; 
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great  works  of  rude  and  ancient  art,  are  attributed  to  them;  as  other  tra- 
vellers have  already  informed  the  world.  The  zeal  of  Fingalianifm  has, 
however,  in  one  inftance,  beftowed  thefe  titles  improperly.  '1  he  gicat 
cave  of  btaffa,  which  Sir  Jofeph  Banks  calls  Fini^ars  Cave,  is,  by  the  in- 
habitants, called  The  Cave  of  TivUight.  The  Erfe  word  for  twilight  is 
flmilar  to  the  found  of  Fingal ;   and  hence  proceeded  the  error. 

I  am  forry  to  add,  that  Mac-Nab  never  fent  me  any  more  Songs  after  the 
Urnigh  Offian ;  though  I  wrote  him  an  anfwgr,  requeuing  that  he  would 
favour  me  with  any  others  he  pleafed :  and  urged  every  peruialive  to  obtain 
them.  Money  is  little  uled,  and  therefore  little  efceemed,  in  the  Highlands 
of  Scotland. 

Barchaflan,  -from  whence  he  dates  his  letter,  is  the  name  of  the  houfe 
he  lives  at,  in  the  parifh  of  Dalmaly  in  Glenorchy, 

Thp  following  Song,  called  Urnigh  Olfian,  or  Offian's  Prayers,  is  the 
relation  of  a  difpute  between  Olfian  and  St.  Patrick,  on  the  evidence  and 
excellence  of  Chriltianity.  The  arguments  of  St.  Patrick  are  by  no  means 
thole  of  an  able  Polemic  :  but  the  obje£tions  of  Offian  carry  with  them  the 
internal  marks  of  antiquity:  they  are  evidently  the  objeòì;ions  of  a  rude 
Polytheiil,  totally  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  ChriiHan  tenets ;  and  fuch 
as  no  later  bards  in  fuch  a  rude  country  would  ever  hav«  been  able  to  in- 
vent, without  fome  original  aad  traditional  foundation.  Oifian  ieems  to 
have  thought,  that  hell  might  be  as  agreeable  as  heaven,  if  there  were  as 
many  deer  and  dogs  in  it.  "  Why,"  fays  Offian,  "  fhould  I  be  religious, 
^*  if  heaven  be  not  in  the  poffeffion  of  Fingal  and  his  Heroes?  I  prefer  them 
*'  to  thy  God,  and  thee,  O  Patrick  I"  So  Purchas  relates  *,  that,  when 
the  Spaniards  attempted  to  convert  the  inhabitants  of  the  Philippine  ifles 
to  Chriftianity;  the  Illanders  replied,  that  they  would  rather  be  in  hell 
with  their  forefathers,  than  in  heaven  with  the  Spaniards. 

According  to  Mac-Nab,  Fingal  feems  to  have  been  the  Odin  of  the 
Scots :  for  he  faid,  they  had  no  religion,  prior  to  Chriftianity,  but  the 
reverence  of  Fingal  and  his  race.  This  account  agrees  with  the  entire  de- 
ficiency of  religious  ideas,  in  the  Offian  of  Macpheribn  and  Smith;  and 
with  the  opinions  and  prejudices  exprelled  in  the  following  Poem,  and  in 
fome  of  ths  foregoing  f . 

The  Urnigh  Offian  evidently  appears,  even  through  the  medium  of  the 
following  rude  tranflation,  to  be  fuperior  in  poetic  merit  to  any  of  the 
Songs  which  accompany  it.  I  am  very  lorry  the  tranllation  is  not  entire. 
The  firft  twenty-one  verfes,  and  the  lall  verfe,  or  thirty-fixth,  were  trinf- 
iated  for  me  at  Oban  in  Argyleilnre,  by  a  fchoolmafìer  there ;  who  was 
procured  by  Mr.  Hugh  Stephenfon,  inn-keeper,  at  Oban.  The  remainder 
of  the  tranllation  was  fent  me  from  Edinburgh,  in  confequence  of  Dr. 
Willan's  application  ;.  I  wifli  fome  of  your  readers,  Mr.  Urban,  could  be 
induced  to  lupply  the  deiiciency, 

yRlsjIGH    OSSIAN. 

I.  V.  r. 

AITHRIS  fgeula  Phadrulg  Relate  the  tale  of  Patrick,  in   honour  of 

An  onaircio  LcibhigK  your  aiiceftors. — "  Is  heaven  on  high  in  the 

'Bheil  iieamh  gu  harrid  poflefiion  of  the  Heroes  of  Fmgal? 
Ai?  Uaisliamh  na  Feinre. 


*  Pilgrimage  AfiaCh.  i6. 
+  Seep.  9,  V.4. 
;  $cc  E;  17. 


2.  Eheirinnfa 
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EUfirlnnfa  mo  dheurbha  dhuìl 
OKhtin  nan  glonn 
Uach  hhei!  N--amh  aig  t  athair 
Aig  Ofcar  DO  aig  Gol!. 

3- 

-Scona'n  fj^eulaPhidruig 

'Li  agad  ^amhla   Tnlciich 

Coni'ar.;  b  th.nma       ciàbha 

Mur  bheil  Nean ;  -.ig  Flaith  no  Fheinne 

4- 
Kac-h  donz  fn  Oifil£in 
Fhr  nam  i>rlathra  o..;lle 
Gum  b'thear  Din  ri    Tgacto  aon'chàs 
Ka  Fiàr.iu  AUaL  i.u  Uille 

Bfhearr  leam  aon'  Chath  laidir 
'Chu.iodh  Fiunn  r.a  Feinne 
Na  Tghearn^^h  ochrabhidh  fift 
Is  tul-  Chleuich. 

6. 
Gi  bca;  '  Chubhail  chrobhnanach 
Is  mD;~a  ar.  p. a  deine 
Gur  rhio-  don  R  ogh  mnòrdhalach 
Cha  a. eld  fieidh  dnile  do  Sgeiche 

7- 
'No-vil  ù'm  bionan  e  s  mac  Cubhall 
An  R.fgh  fin  a  bSa  air  na  Fiannibh 
Dhcincudauh  fir  an  domhain 
Dol  na  rhallamhfan  gun  iaruidh 


St.  Patrick.        2. 

I  affure  thee,  O  Ofiian  !  father  of  mtny 
chililren*  that  heayen  is  not  in  the  pof- 
fcflion  of  thy  father,  nor  of  Ofcar,  nor  of 
Gaul  f . 

OSSIAN.  3. 

It  is  a  pitiful  tale,  O  Patrick  !  that  thou 
telkft  roc  the  Clerk  of:  Why  Ihould  I  bs 
religious,  if  Heaven  be  not  In  the  poflclTion 
of  the  heroes  of  Fingal  ? 

St.  Patrick.         4. 

How  w. eked  is  that,  O  Offian  !  thou  who 
ufcft  blafphemous  expreflions  :  God  is  much 
more  mighty  than  all  the  Heroes  of  Albion. 


OSSIAN. 


S-. 


I  would  prefer  one  mighty  battle,  fought 
by  the  Heroes  of  Fingal,  to  the  God  of  thy 
worlhip,  and  thee,  O  Clerk. 

St.  Patrick.       6. 

Little  as  is  the  Chubhail,  or  the  found  of 
Grein: :  yet  it  is  as  well  known  to  this  Al- 
mighty King  as  the  leaft  of  your  (hields  \, 

Ossian.  7. 

Doft  thou  imagine  that  he  is  equal  to  the 
fon  of  Comhal  ?  that  King  who  reigned  over 
the  nations,  who  defeated  all  the  people  of 
the  eirth,  and  vifited  their  kingdoms  ua- 
fent  for§? 


*  This  is  ever  accounted  a  great  honour  among  Barbarians,  See  alfo  Ofuan  agus  aa 
Clerich,  v.  47,  p.  15, 

+  I  copieo  at  Ma.-Nab's,  cut  of  one  of  his  MSS.  the  following  lines,  relative  to  Gaul 
abov  mentiuned  ;  which  relate  an  incident  rrmarkably  limilar  to  the  ftories  told  of 
Ach'lles,  Hercules,  the  Jewifli  Samfon,  and  ÙM  Teutonic  giant  Thor,  Src.  I  obferved  in 
p.  19,  thn  Gaul  IS  generally  efteemed  one  of  the  grcatell  of  the  giants  :  this  cxtrafl  defcribts 
one  ftiJl  mightier  than  he. 

Cho  drugain  mo  fgian  do  riogh  na  do  Fhlath 
No  do  dhuin  air  bith  gun  arrhith  no  mhath 
Naoid  guinuiran  do  fgu;    achuire  anamfa  Goull 
'Scho  n  f  huigin  a  ihn  annan  b  odh  mo  fgian  nam  dhonr 
Ach  dom  gan  tug  luthadh  lamh-adaananccan  Ghuill  anathadii 
Ghf  ig»  e  rann  bhris  e  enai  geal  anceaumhum  hom  a  mhi  lean  ta 
Chcir  emhaia  farafcal  mhaoidh  eaiu  adheud  rum  h'or 
Chuir  e  falam  hors  aghuiudhi  agus  enig  me  air  na  tniighe 
Sb'huin   adhann  don  tallamh  'Igula  bhath  beliiidh  fhaiii  'ann 
Farnach  deanadS  andan  ach  ball  gorm  na  glas 
Se  rcda  dhcanadh  aa  fgian  an  ri-xh  fanrrachadh  abhor 
The   fenfe  ofthefc  linrs,    Mac-Nab  gave   mc  as   ioHo'.vs  :  "Gaul    and  Uvavat  had  a 
"  violent  conflift  :    Gaul   had    a   knife,  Uvavat    had   none :    Gaul    itabbcd    Uvavat    nine 
♦'  times  with  his  knife  :   Uvavat  faid,  if  he  had  had  hi;,  knife,  he  would  not  have  fulfercd  a 
«'  third  part  To  much;  at  lali,  l.fting  up  his  arm,  h.-  AvmcV  Gaul  on  the  Ikull,  and  frac- 
"  tured  It ;  bioke  his  bone  ;  removed  his  brow  j  kncckt  out  his  teeth  ;   knockt  oft"  his  knce- 
«'  pan  a.)d  his  five  toes ;   all  at  one  blow.     The  mark  of  the  blow  (hall  remain  in  the  ground 
"  for  --ver."     Gaul's  knife  mentioned  here  feems  to  have  been  a  kind  cfdirk}  which, 
like  the  dagger  ol  HuJbras,  ferved  in  thefe  rude  times, 
tuber  for  tignting,  or  for  dru'Oging; 
And  w  htii't  had  ftabb'd,  or  broke  a  head  ; 
It  would  fciape  trenchers,   or  chip  bicad. 

*  This  vurfc  appi  TS  to  be  erroncoufly  iranllatcd  j  the  tranflator  faid,  he  knew  not  how 
to  render  the  words  Chubhail  and  Gre.ue  properly  :  the  third  verfe  alfo,  in  which  Oliian  is 
caMfd  tht  Clerk,  a  title,  commonly  given  to  St  Patrick  ;  and  fomt  iew  other  parts ;  fccm 
not  altogether  corrcft. 

f;  1  fufpcftihccxpreffions  tranfla'ed  by  Macpbcrfon,  The  Kingt  of  the  Worid,  are  fome- 
V.  .."at  Cmilar  to  iliele.     Fmgal  is  here  .-ci>rtk-iitcd  a;  a  E.i>;chU5  or  Sefofiris. 

$.   OiH.aln 
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t. ' 

Oifhaln  'sfada  do  (huain 
Èirieh  fuas  is  eift  na  'Sailm 
Chaiil  a  do  lùth  fdo  rath 
Scho  chuir  u  cath  ri  la  gajbh 


Mo  chall  mi  mo  l'nh  I'lno  ràth 
•"Snach  raairionn  cath  abhaig  Fiunn 
Dod  chleirs  neachd  fa's  beag  mo  fpeis 
'S  Do  chiol  eifteachd  chonfheach  leom 

10. 
Chachualas  co  meath  mo  cheòil 
O  thus  an  domhain  mhoir  gus  anochd 
Tha  ri  aofta  annaghleochd  liath 
Thir  a  dhiohdh  Cliar  air  chnochd 

II. 
'Striea  dhiol  mi  cliar  airchnochd 
'lllephadreig  !«  Olc  rùn 
'Seacoìr  dhuitfa  chain  mo  chruth 
Onach  dfhuaii-  u  guth  air  thiìs. 

12. 

Chualas  Ceol  Ofcionn  do  cheòil 
Ge  tnòr  a  mholfas  tu  do  Chliar 
Ceòl  air  nach  luigh  leatrom  laoich 
Faoghar  cuile  aig  an  Ord  Thiànn 

*Nuair  aShuig  headh  F  unn  air  chnachcl 
Shemncneid  port  don  Ord  f  hiann 
Chuire  nan  codal  na  Slòigh 
'S  Ochòin  ba  bhin^ic  na  do  Chliav 

Smeorach  bheag  dhuth  o  Ghleann  fmàil 
Faghar  nom  bare  rie  an  tuinn 
Sheinnemid  fein  le'  puirt 
'Sbha  finn  feinn  fair  Cruitt  ro  bhinn 

Bha  bri  gaothair  dheug  aig  Fiunn 
Zugradhmed  oad  air  Ghleann  fmàVl 
'Sbabhenne  Glaogliairm  aircòn 
Na  do  chlaig  a  Cleinch  chaidh 

i6. 
Coid  arinn  piunnai'  Dia 
A  reir  <1o  Chliar  is  do  fcoil 
Thug  e  la  air  promiadh  Oif 
San  athio  a.rmf-*a,hair  Chon 


St.  Patrick.     8. 

O  thou  Offian  !  long  fleep  has  taken  hold 
of  thee:  rife  to.hear  the  Pfalms  !  Thou  haft 
loft  thy  ftrength  and  thy  valour,  neither 
Ihalt  thou  be  able  to  withftand  the  fury  of 
the  day  of  battle. 

OssiAN.  9. 

If  I  have  loft  my  ftrength  and  my  valour, 
and  none  of  Fingal's  bartles  be  remembered  ; 
I  will  never  pay  rcfpeft  to  thy  Clerklhip, 
nor  to  thy  pitiful  fongs. 

St.  Patrick.      10. 

Such  beautitui  fongs  as  mine  \vere  never 
heard  till  this  night*.  O  thou  who  haft 
difcharged  many  a  fling -f-  upon  the  hills', 
though  thou  art  old  and  unwife. 

OSSIAN  U. 

Ofien  have  I  difcharged  many  a  fling  f, 
upon  a  hill,  Othou  Patrick  of  wicked  mind  * 
in  vain  doft  thou  endeavour  to  reform  me, 
as  thou  firft  haft  been  appointed  to  do  it, 
la. 

Mufic  we  have  heard  that  exceeds  thine, 
though  thou  pralfeft  fo  much  t!iy  hymns; 
fongs  which  were  no  hindrance  to  our  he- 
roes ;  the  noble  fongs  of  Fingal. 

When  Fingal  fat  upon  a  hn\,  and  fung  a 

tone  to  our  heroes,    which  would  enchant 

the    multitude   to   fleep":    Oh !    how   much 

fweeter  vras  it  than  thy  hymns  ,|! 

14. 

Sweet  are  the  thrulh's  notes,  and  lovely 
the  found  of  the  rufblng  waves  a  gain  ft  the 
iide  of  the  bal-k  ;  but  fweeter  far  the  voice 
of  the  harps,  when  we  touched  them  to  the 
found  of  our  fongs. 

is- 

Frequently  we   hciid   the  voices   of  our 
Heroes   atriong   the    hills    and  glens  ;    and 
more  fweet  to  our  ears  was  the  noife   of  our 
hounds,  than  thy  bells,  O  Clerk  §1 
■'     16. 

Was  Fingal  created  to  fervc  God,  topleafe 
the  Clerk  an^  Yii  fchool  ||  ?  he  who  has  been 
one  day  diftributing**  gold,  and  another  fal- 
lov/ing  ihe  toes  of  dog-;. 


ht,  a  favourite  entertainment 
s  £0  be  reprefented  as  falling 


*  Th'.b  feems  to  refer  to  the  coftam,  of  iinging  fongs  at  ni 
of  the  Highlands  perhaps  to  tl..s  day.  In  v.  8,  OfHan  feer 
afleep,   -;ftead  of  lillening  to  St.   Patrick. 

f   The  word  Cliir,   herelranllated  a  fling,  may  perhans  mean  fome  other  weapon. 

X  When  the  Baidj  fung  iheir  'nngs  ,u  night,  it  items  to  have  been  their  cuftom  to  pur- 
fu.-  them,  till  tlicy  had  lulled  their  audience  o  fletp  :  See  v  10  and  note  :  which  accounts 
for  ihefingular  cfFeii  here  attributed  to  Fi.n'gal's  Songs.  It  is  related  of  Alfarabi,  whomi 
Aouh't-aa  and  Eb;i  Knalecan  call  the  gieatelt  Phnofopher  of  the  Muffulmans,  that  being 
au  ilK-  Court  ot  Seifeddoula  Sjhan  of  Syria,  and  lequcftrd  to  exhibit  fome  of  his  Poem^, 
he  pro  .ced  one,  whi.  b  he  fung  10  an  acconnpanyment  of  ieveral  inftruments.  The  fiift: 
pan  fit  It  threw  all  his  audience  intj  a  violent  laughter,  the  fecond  part  made  them  all  rry, 
a..il  the  lart  lulled  even  the  performers  to  ileep.  ITcrb.  Di£l.  Orient  in  voce  Thus  alio 
]\i>  -    r>  's  laid  to  have  lulled  Argus  to  Ileep  oy  mufic. 

§  Offia:.  agrees  wi'h  modern  hu.^ters,  iii  his  rdea  of  the  mufick  of  a  pack  of  hounds. 
Ti!--  bells  meiition-d  in  this   verle  appear  to  be  an  interpolation.  "^ 

II  "  And  Pliaraoh  faid.  Who  is  Jehovah  that  I  Ihould  obey  his  voice  to  let  Ifrael  go  >  I 
"   k   ..w  not  J-'mvah."     Exod.  5.  2. 

**  Tnc  w  j'd  in  the  ori-iaal  fig'i'f.ts  pounding  gold  :  it  occurs  again  in  v.  19. 
>  .       ,  *         /•.         ,  •/      '     •  -  17«  Aid 


[  M  ] 


Aid  miadt  fhiughair  ri  meogliair  chon 
'Sri  diolagh  fcol  gach  aon  la 
'Sgun  eilheama;!  thojit  do  Dhia 
'Nois  tha  Fiunn  nan  Fiaunun  laimh 


Sgann  achreideas  me  do  fgcul 
A  Chlèirich  led  leabhar  bin 
Gomblih.dh  Fiunn  na  chotnh  fhial 
Aig  Duiiie  no  a:g  Dia  an  laimh 

Ann  an  Ifrionn  tha  en  laimh 
Feiir  lin  fath  bhi  pronnadhOir 
Air  fon  a  dhio  mios  air  Dia 
Chuirfe  e'n  tighpian  fuidh  Chron 

Z-. 
Nam  bithiffh  Clanna'  Morn'  afteach 
'S  C!ann  Oboice  nam  fe?r  Ireon 
Bheirtmid  nt  Fiunn  atnach 
No  bhioilh  an  teach  aguinn  fein 

21 

Cionfheodhna  na  Halabinn  mafeach 
Air  leatfa  pum  ba  mhor  am  feum 
Cho  dtoga  fin  Fiunn  amach 
Gcd  bhiodh  an  teach  aguibhfein 

22. 
Coid  an  tait  Joghairne  fein 
Aphadruiga  leib  has  an  fcoil 
I\ach  CO  math's  FbthinnisDe 
iili  Gheibharann  Feigh  is  Coin. 

23. 
Bha  mifelaair  Sliabh  boid 
Ajus  CoiUe  ba  chruaigh'lann 
Bh2  Okar  ann  "s  Goll  nan  Sliagh 
Donali  nam  tleagh  5  rSn  on  Glileann 

24. 
Fiunn  mac  Cubhill  borb  abhriogh 
Jjha  c  na  Rioghos  air  ceann 
Tri  mic  ar  Riogh  os  na  n  fgia 
Ba  n:  hor  amian  air  dol  a  Shealg. 
Sa  phadruig  nam  bachoil  fiàl 
Cho  leigeadh  iad  Dia  os  an  ceann 

Ba  bheach  learn  Dearmad  e  duibhn 
Agus  Fearagusba  bhinne  Glo  r 
Nam  ba  chcad  leal  mi  efa  n  luaidh 
A  Chleirich  nuadh  a  thcid  don  roioa 

26. 
Com  nach  ocad  learn  u  dun  luaidh 
Ach  thoir  aire  gu  luath  air  Dia 


St.  Patrick.     I7. 

As  much  refpcft  as  thou  payed  to  the 
toes  of  dogs,  and  to  difcharge  thy  daily 
fchool  '*:  Yet  becaufe  thou  haft  rot  paid 
refpeft  to  God,  thou  and  the  heroes  of  thy 
race   (hall  be  led  captive  in  Hell. 

OssiAN.  18. 

I  can  hardly  beliirve  thy  tale,  thou  light- 
haired  and  unworthy  Clert  f  !  that  the  He- 
roes of  our  race  Ihouldbc  in  captivity,  either 
to  the  Dtvil  or  to  God. 

St.  Patrick.      19. 

He  is  now  bound  in  Hell,  who  ufed  to 
dirtribure  gold.  Becaufe  he  was  a  defplfer 
of  God,  he  has  Hell  for  his  portion. 

OssiAK.  20. 

If  the  children  of  Morni,  and  the  many 
tribes  of  the  children  of  Ovi,  were  yit 
alive  ;  we  would  force  the  brave  Fingal  oui  ot 
Hell,  or  the  habiration  fhould  be  our  own  J  . 

St.  Patrick.     21. 

Valiant  as  you  imagine  the  brave  Scots 
were  ;  yet  Fingal  they  would  not  releaff, 
though  they  fhould  be  there  themfelves. 

OssiAN  22. 

What  place  is  that  fame  Hell,  Patrick  of 
deep  learning  i  Is  it  not  as  good  as  the  Hea- 
ven of  God,  if  hounds  and  de^r  are  found 
there  5? 


Fingal  the  fon  of  Comhal,  fierce  in  aflion, 
was  King  over  us.  To  the  three  fons  of  the 
King  of  Shields,  pleafant  was  the  chace. 
Generous  Patrick  of  the  innocent  ftatT!  ihe\' 
would  never  permit  God  to  be  named  as  their 
fuperior  ||. 

Much  rather  would  I  fpeak   of  Dermid, 
and  Duino,   and   Fergus  of  eloquent  fpcech, 
if  you  Would  give  me  leave  to  mention  them, 
O  holy  man  \\  ho  gotft  lo  Rome  *•■■. 
St.  Patrick.  26. 

Why  rtiould  I  not  peimit  you  to  mention 
them  ?    but  take  care  to   make  mention   of 


*  What  fchnol  did  Offian  keep  ? 

f  Why  was  light  hair  efteemed  an  opprobrium  ?  the  Erfe  themfelves  are  a  red-haired  race. 

+  The  Greek  "flories  about  the  vift  of  Hercules  to  Hell,  for  the  purpofe  of  dclivcriiig 
Thefecs  ai.d  Utthmg  up  Ccr'oerus,  arc  ftrikingly  fimilarto  the  idea  of  this  verfe. 

§  Mac-Nab  mcminned  this  verfe  and  the  thirty-fixth  when  1  faw  him;  for  he  h»d 
fpok^n  to  me  about  this  poem  bcffore  he  fcntit. 

II  T.oogSi  OfTun  is  generally  reprefented  as  the  fon  of  Fingal,  this  verfe  and  the  next 
do  nor  fecm  to  fpcik  of  him  in  that  relation.  Mac-Nab  faid  St.  Patrick  was  Fingafs  fou. 
See  a'fo  p.  9. 

*»  Iheconteft  here  confiderably  referobles  that  at  the  beginning  of  OJfian  agus  an  dtriib, 
(fee  p.  9  as  auove).  The  Roman  Catholic  ùiperflition  of  later  fmcs  in  this  yzVCdge  evl- 
ociaiy-difcovers  iifelf:  perhaps  \\\-.  mnoctntjliijf,  mentioned  in  T.  24,  may  have  fomc  refe- 
icBCt  io  tht  nulier.  ,  . 

'Nois 
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'Nois  tha  deìreadh  air  tòls 
'Scuir  do  d  Chaois  alLeaii  f  hirle 

27. 
Phadruig  mathug  u  cead  beagann 
Alabhairt  duini 

Nach  Aidmhich  ùinas  cead  le  Dia 
Flath  nan  fiann  arait'  air  thus 

28. 
Cho  d  tug  mife  comas  duit 
Sheanfhir  churfta  is  tu  liatfi 
B'fhear  Mac  moire  ri  aon  lo 
No  duine  duineg  riamh 

Nirraibh  math  aig  neach  fuin  'Ghreni 
Gum  bfhearefèin  na  mo  tlirialh 
Mac  muiriieach  nach  d'cittich  Cliar 
Scha  leige  fe  Dia  ofachiaa 

3°-   .^. 
Na  comh'ad  'ufa  Duine  ri  Dia 
Sheann  f  hir  le  na  breaihnich  e 
'S  fada  on  thaiiiig  aneart 
'Smairfidh  fe  leart  Gu  brath 

'Chomhadinnfe  Fuinn  namfleagh 
Ri  aon  ntach  aiheall  fa  Ghrein 
Cha  d  carr  l'e  riamh  ne  alr  neach 
'Scho  niho  dhearr  fe  niach  ma  ni 


3^- 


God.     Now  the  lad  things  are  become  firft. 
Change  thou    therefore  thy   ways,  old  man 
v/ith  the  grey  lucks  *. 
OssiAN.  27. 

Patrick,  fince  thou  haft  given  me  leave  to 
fpeak  a  little,  wilt  thou  not  p'jvm't  us,  with 
God's  leave,  to  mention  the  King  of  Heroes 
firftf? 
St.  Patrick.  28. 

I  by  no  means  give  thee  leave,  thou  wick- 
ed grey-haired  man!  The  fon  of  the  virgin 
Alary  is  more  excsUent  than  any  man  who 
ever  appeared  upon  earth. 


30. 

Compare  not  any  to  God  ;  harbour  no  fuch 
thoughts,  old  man  !  Long  has  his  fuperior 
power  flood  acknowledged,  and  it  (hall  for 
ever  continue. 

OsSIAN.  31. 

I  certainly  would  compare  the  hofpi- 
table  Fingal  to  any  man  who  ever  looked 
the  fun  in  the  face.  He  never  afked  » 
favour  of  another,  nor  did  he  ever  reiufc 
when  allied  !;. 


'S  bheiremid  feachd  cath  a  fichead  an  f  hiam 
Air  Shithair  druim  a  Cliar  amuidh 
'Scho  d  tugamid  Urram  do  Dhia 
Nochean  ciiar  abha  air  bith 


ChoneChlaoidhfibh  Uille  fhann 
Amhu  Fhinn  os  gearr  gud  re 
Eirt  ri  rà  Riojh  nam  bochd 
lar  thufa'nachd  nearah  dheul  feln. 

36. 
Comracch  an  da  Abftaildeug 
Gabham  chugam  feir  aniugh 
Ma  rinn  mife  Peacadh   trom 
Chuir  an  cnochd  fa  n  torn  fa'nluig. 

OssiAN'.  36. 

The  belief  of  the  twele  Apofilcs  I  now 
take  unto  me  :  and  if  I  have  liuned  greatly, 
let  it  be  thrown  into  the  c;rave. 

C  R  I  O  C  H, 
BdrcbaJianGkmnhy,  June  i-;,   1780. 

I  fliall  conclude  thefe  Erie  fongs,  with  a  Poem  called  the  Ode  Ox^'Ofcar; 
wliofe  authenticity  perhaps  admits  the  leaft  Difpute  of  any  which  I  have 
lent  you.  1  did  not  obtain  it,  like  mofl  of  the  refl,  from  Mac-\ab ;  but  wrote 
it  down  immediately  from  the  mouth  of  a  Alan  who  was  Wright  or  Car- 
penter at  Mr.  Macleane's  of  Drumnan  in  Morven,  and  who  kneu'  a  number 
of  thefe  fongs.  Mrs.  Macleane  and  her  fun's  \,'ife,  a  daughter  of  Sir  Alex- 
ander Macleane,  were  fo  kind  as  to  fit  by  and  tranflate  for  me  whiUl  he  re- 


.  33- . 

Seachd  catha  fichiad  duibhs  nar  fein 
Cho  do^chreid  libh  ne  n  Dia  nan  Dùl 
Cho  mhairionn  duine  dar  Sliochd 
Scho  bheo  ach  riochd  Oiihein  Uir 

.   34- 
Cha  ne  fin  ba  choireach  ruinn 
Aits  Turilh  Fhinn  a  dhol  don  Roimh 
Cumail  Cath  Gabhridh  ruinn  feir 
J5ha  c  Claoidh  bhur  fcin  ro  mhor 


*  Sr.  Patrick,  Jcfuit-like,  feems  willing  to  compound  with  OfUan  ;  and  to  admit  the  Pagan 
fongs,  provided  Oflian,  on  the  other  hand,  would  admit  Chriflianity.  Part  of  this  verfe  is 
icrijitural,  <'  So  the  lafl  JhaH  be  firjl  and  the  firfl  /a/i,  for  mjny  are  called  but  few  chol'"!." 
Matth.  XX.  16.  and  fee  alio  Mark  ix.  35.  Jefus  Chrift  is  here  meant  by  the  title  of  GoJ, 
See  verfe  28. 

f  The  oppofition  of  Ofuan  feems  to  be  confiderably  weakened  in  this  verfe:  but  he  Hill 
wiflies  to  fee  his  old  fuperlliiions  maintain  the  funeiioritv  at  leaft. 

%  Offian  feems  to   liave   been  ofFended  at   the  grofs    reproaches  which  the   humility    of 
Chriftian  Apofile  had  juft  beftowed  upon   him  with  all  the  prodigality  of  one  of  Homer's 
heroes :    and  he  anfwera  with  the  rough  but  generous  boldnefs  of  b1irbarou5  independence. 
£  peated 


C    26   ] 

r-ated  and  I  wrote.  In  order  to  have  feme  kitid  of  check  agninfl:  deception, 
nLtempted  to  write  dov.n  the  Erfc,  together  with  the  tranflation  ;  but  as 
a  K.pguage,  written  by  one  who  is  a  flranger  to  it,  mull:  neceflarily  be  un- 
intelligible, I  fliall  only  trouble  you  with  the  latter.  The  poem  relates 
the  Death  of  Olcar  ;  which  is  the  fubjeft  of  the  firft  book  of  Macpherfon's 
Temora.  It  opens  with  a  lamentation  for  the  Death  of  Chaoike,  which 
is  foreign  to  the  reft  of  the  fong  ;  a  practice  not  uncommon  among  the 
poems  attributed  to  Ofllan.  and  fimihir  to  that  of  Pindar.  I  do  not  re- 
member to  have  met  with  the  name  of  Chaoilte  in  Macpherfon  or  Smith  ; 
but  it  has  already  been  t^vice  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  fongs  :  in  Cubha 
Fhinn,  line  zy,   and  Urnigh  Ofilan,  xcnc  23. 


I  Am  very  fad  sfrer  thee,  Chaoilte!  fir.ce 
thofs  who  weie  my  contemporaries  are 
departed.  I  Mm  filled  with  Grief,  Sorrow, 
and  Pain,  fince  my  fofter-brother  is  gor.e 
from  roe  *. 

2. 
Chaoilte,  my  dear  fufier  brother  !   I  would 
fight   under  thy  banner;    in   all    weathers: 
Chsoilte  !   thou    were  my  fupport  in  times 
of  fuccefs  and  honour. 

V 

Did  you  hear  of  Fingal'siourneys  on  eve- 
ry  foreft  in   Erin  ?    Great  Cairbar  with    his 
armour  fent  for  us  to  deflroy  usf . 
4  and  5.  ^ 

We  were  not  all  of  us  about  the  hnufe 
that  were  able  to  fatisfy  him  :  but  nine  fcore 
of  noble  riders,  on  great  grey  horfcs.  We 
got  honour  and  refiie(fV  as  we  at  all  times  ac- 
quired ;  but  we  got  ftill  more  than  that  Com- 
hal  and  Cairbar  pu.fuing  us  |. 
6. 

The  laft  day  of  our  drinking  m.Htch, 
Caiibsr  fpoke  with  bJs  tremendous  voce. 
*'  I  want  we  fhould  exchange  srm',  brown 
0;car  that  comeft  from  Albion  *. 


Oscar,  7. 

What   exchange   do  you   want    to   mak'f, 

great    Cairbar,    who   even    prefs    the    Shij-j 

ir.to  voiir  fervice  ;     and  to  whom    1   and    a!l 

my  hoft  belonsc,   in  time  of  war  and  battle  '  ? 

_  '  8. 

Surely  it  is  oppreffion  fo  demand  our  head; 
when  we  have  not  arms  to  defend  ourft-lves. 
The  reafon  of  your  doing  fo  is  our  bcin^  de- 
prived of  Fingal  and  his  Son. 

9- 
Were  Fingal  and  my   Father  with  us  as 
they   ufed    to    be,    you    would    not   during 
your  whole   life  obtain  the  breadth  of  your 
feet  in  Erin**. 

10. 

The  g.-eat  hero  (Cairbar)  was  filled  with 
rage  at  the  difpute  whirh  arofe  between 
them.  There  were  exceeding  horrible  words 
between  Cairbar  and  Oftar. 

That  nighr  the  women  had  a  warm  difpute 
ahoi-t  the  heroes,  and  even  Cairbar  and  Of- 
car  ihemfelve  were  half  and  half  angry +f. 

12. 

Nine  fcore  men  armed  with  Bows  and 
Arrows,  that  came  t*  dcliroy  us  ;    all  the'.c 


*  The  intimate  connexion  of  fofterage  here  fo  ftròngly  expreiTed  is  in  a  great  degice 
peculiar  to  Ireland,  and  feems  ftr'.ng!y  to  point  out  the  origin  of  this  fong.  ^ 

+  Thi-i  verfe  exa<ai7  agrees  with  the  narrative  of  Macpherfon. 

i  Thefe  vcrfcs  are  by  no  means  confonant  to  the  poems  of  Macpherfon.  Riding  is  a 
pr.iifttcc  utiknown  in  them  :  his  heroes  are  all  charioteers.  The  Comhal  of  Macpherion  al- 
fo  -r  the  father  of  Fingal  ;   whereas  he  is  here  united  with  Cairhir  Fingal's  greateft  foe.    • 

§  The  quarrel  in  Macpherfon  begins  afier  a  tr-?cheroui  feafi,  though  not  of  fo  Ioie; 
duration  as  that  here  referred  to.  Cairbar  in  Macph(T<'on  does  not  dcfire  Ofcar  to  cxchao  v, 
but  lo  forrender  his  fpear.  "  Ofc^r,  faid  the  dark  red  Cairbar,  I  behold  the  fp^'ai-  of  Ki'n.  - 
"  The  fpcar  of  Temora  glitters  in  thy  hand,  fon  of  Woody  Morvea  I— Yield  it,  fon  of 
"  Offian  r — Yield  jt  to  carborne  Cairbar!" — Temora  Book  I- 

!l  "  Shall  I  yield,  Ofcar  replied,  the  gift  of  Erin's  injured  King,  &c."  The  reply  of  Ofcar 
in  the  r"cm  above  by  no  means  agrees  with  MacpherYon,  it  even  Icems  to  reprefent  0;c.-,r 
as  a  vaifal  of  Ca'ruar. 

■*•:»  "  Were  he  who  fnught  v/ith  little  mra  (Fingal),  near  Atha's  haughty  chief  (Cair- 
"  b7r"i.  Atha's  chief  would  yield  green  Erin  ro  avoid  his  rage." 

ff  What  nij:ht  is  this  ?  Wlfat  have  thefe  Women  to  do  with  the  difpute  ?  There  is 
pr,  appearance  o"f  thefe  circumftantcs  in  Macpherfon.  1  fufpefl  there  is  fomc  omiflion  in 
this  part  of  the  poem. 


/^  ..,;../> 


fell 


[  -1  ] 


fell  by   the  hard  of  Ofcar   enraged  at  the 
fons  of  Irelanif  *. 

Nine  fcore  ftrong  able  Irifhmen,  thst 
came  bounding  ever  the  rough  highland 
feas;  all  thefe  fell  by  the  hand  of  Ofcar 
enraged  at  the  fons  of  Ireland  *. 

Nine  fcore  brave  fons  of  Albion,  that 
came  from  rude  and  diftant  climes;  all 
thefe  fell  by  the  hand  of  Ofcar  enraged  at 
the  fons  of  Ireland  *. 

\Vhen  the  red-haired  Cairbar  faw  Ofcar 
tleftroying  his  people,  he  threw  his  Javelia 
dipt  in  poifon  at  Oicar  \, 
1 6. 

Ofcar  fell  on  his  right  knee,  and  the  poi- 
foned  Javelin  pierced  through  his  heart:  but 
before  he  expired,  he  ftruck  a  mortal  blow, 
that  killed  the  king  of  Erin  |. 

Fingal  addrefled  his  grandfon  and  faid, 
"  Do  you  remember  the  dreadful  battle  we 
"  fought  on  Ben-Erin  '  You  were  forely 
•'  wounded  on  that  day,  yet  you  were  cured 
*'  by  my  hand  §. 

i3. 

Ofcar  replied  to  his  grand-father,  "  My 
"  cure  is  not  under  the  heavens  j  for  Cair- 
"  bar  plunged  his  Javelin,  dipt  in  poilon, 
*'   between  my  Navel  and  my  Reins  jj. 


And  thpj:«  was  great  flaughtcr  that  day 
by  the^iand  of  Ofcar :  he  lltw  Cairbar  at 
one  blow,  and  his  fon  Arfht  that  great  hero 
at  the  next**. 

20. 

We  bore  the  corpfc  of  the  beautiful  Ofcar, 
fomctimes  on  our  ihouldcrs,  and  fometimes 
on  our  Javelins.  We  carried  him  in  the 
moft  refpeftful  manner  to  the  hall  of  his 
giand-father  -f-f . 

21. 

And  Ofcar  faid.  The  hawlings  of  my 
own  dogs,  and  the  cries  of  the  old  heroes, 
with  the  dreadful  lamentation  cf  the  women, 
grieve  me  more  than  the  pain  I  feel  from  tlie 
poifoned  Javelin  §§. 

12. 

Such  were  the  diftrelTes  of  the  multitude 
for  Ofcar,  that  even  the  women  forgot  to 
grieve  for  their  own  huibands,  or  their  bro- 
thers, as  all  that  furrounded  the  houfe  were 
mourning  for  Ofcar  j|j|. 

Fingal  faid,  "  Thou  wevt  my  fon,  and  th« 
fon  of  my  for..  Thou  wert  my  love,  and  the 
love  of  my  fon.  My  heart  beats  fore  at  thy 
untimely  end  :  it  galls  me  to  the  foul  that 
Ofcar  is  no  more***. 


*  The  original  I  believe  reprefents  Olcar  as  a  Giant,  and  as  killing  thefe  multitudes  at 
one  ftroke.  The  title  of  Great  Hero  given  to  Cairbar  v.  10,  and  to  Ar(h  v.  19,  I  believe; 
means  alfo  Giant  in  the  Erie.  See  likewife  Oman  agus  an  Clerich  v.  10  and  Note  on  theCubha 
Fhinn,  p.  19,  about  Gaul. — ]  do  not  underfiand  why  Irilhmen  are  reprefented,  in  v,  12,  as 
bounding  over  the  highland  feas  to  Ireland. — "  Behold,  fays  Macpherfon,  they  fail  before 
•<  Ofcar  like  groves  in  the  dcl^rr,  when  an  angry  ghod:  rulhes  through  night,  and  takes  their 
•<  c;reen  heads  in  his  hand.  Morlath  falls,  Maronaan  dies,  Conachar  trembles  in  his 
•<  blood." 

-f-  "  Dark  red  Csiriar."  See  note  §  on  v.  6.  Macpherfon  does  not  mention  poifon. 
'■  Cairbar  ihrinks  before  Ofcar's  fword.  He  creeps  in  darknefs  behind  a  ftone  ;  he  lifts  the 
"  fpear  in  fecret,  and  pierces  Ofcar's  fide." 

:J:  "  Ofcar  falls  forward  on  his  Ihield  :  his  knee  fuftains  the  chief.  But  ftijl  his  fpear  is 
♦'  in  his  hand.     See  gloomy  Cairbar  falls." 

§  How  came  Fingal  to  his  Grandfon  ?  there  feems  to  have  been  an  omiflion  in  this 
place  alfo. — Fingal  is  the  Machaon  of  his  army  heie,  as  in  the  fong  of  the  death  of  Der- 
mic!.    Seep.    15,  and  nute:J:. 

]j  The  wouiiJ  is  defcribed  here  with  all  the  particularity  of  Homer. 

«*   Arfht  is  n't  mentioned  by  Macpherfon.     Sec  alfo  note  *  on  verfes  12,  13,  14,  above, 

•f  f  Fingal  is  evidently  reprefented  here  as  living  in  Ireland  in  fpitc  of  v.  6,  and  vcifes 
12,   1^,  and  14,   Macpherfon  tranfports  the  corpfe  by  fca  to  Morven. 

^  When  Oicar,  fays  Macpherfon,  faw  his  friends  around,  his"  helving  breaft  arofe. 
"  The  groans,  he  faid,  of  aged  chiefs,  the  howlmg  of  my  dogs,  the  fudden  burfts  of  the 
"  fong  of  grief,  have  melted  Ofcars  loul  :  my  foul  that  never  melied  before."  The  dogs 
are  here  reprefented  as  feeling  a  very  extraordinary  fympathy  with  the  paff.ons  of  the  human 
race,  a  proj-crty  they  perhaps  might  accjuire,  by  their  perpetual  communion  with  men  m  a 
favageftate. 

IJII  "  And  they  did  weep,  O  Fingal !  dear  was  the  hero  to  their  fouls — No  father  mour'ied 
"  his  fon  ilain  in  youth:  no  brother  his  brother  of  love. — They  fell  without  tears,  for  the 
"  chief  of  the  people  was  low." 

***Firgalin  Macpherfon  fays,  "Art  thou  fallen,  O  Ofcar,  inthemiJn  of  fhy  coiirfr:  the 
«  heait  of  the  sgeU  beats  over  tlicr. — Weep  ye  heroes  of  Morven,  iicvex  ui..ic  Ihail  Ole*;- 
fife,  6ic." 

E   i  4    it 
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24.  »5« 

It  was  never  imagined  by  any  perfon  that  Ofcar,  the  fon  of  my  lucky  beloved  Offian, 
your  heart  was  made  of  any  other  materials  raifed  the  vaft  flag  from  off  the  head  of  the 
than  Itcel  *.  King;  which  was  the  laft    brave  aftion  of 

the  herof. 

Mr.  Macpherfon  in  a  note  on  his  Temora  I  mentions  an  Irifli  Poem  on 
this  lubjeft,  which  he  had  fcen  ;  and  wherein  the  death  of  Olcar  is  related 
with  many  different  circum dances.  The  quarrel  is  indeed  afcribed  to  a 
dilpute  at  a  feaft,  about  the  exchange  of  arms:  but  it  does  not  reprefent 
the  Heroes  as  fighting,  till  fome  time  after,  upon  Cairbar's  meeting  Ofcar 
at  the  Pafs  of  Gabhhra,  through  which  Ofcar  was  returning  home  with  the 
i'poils  of  Irelanol,  which  he  had  been  ravaging  in  confequence  of  the  quarrel. 
Poilibly  i\]r.  Macpherfon  might  fay,  the  foregoing  poem  alfo  is  Irill: ;  and 
indeed  not  without  reaion,  notv.ithlknding  it  contains  fome  of  the  very 
pafiages  he  has  inferted  in  his  Temora. 

Since  I  fentyou  the  two  untranflated  Poems,  called  Duan  a  Mhuileartich 
and  Cubha  Fhinn,  p.  i8  and  19,  1  ha\e  received  the  following  account 
of  their  contents,  in  confequence  of  Dr.  Willan's  application  to  his  friends 
at  Edinburgh.  The  firif  of  them,  or  the  Z)«<2«  ^r  ^l//^«///'<ar//V^,  is  "  an  ac- 
*'  count  of  a  hideous  monfier  called  Muileartich,  which  fwam  by  fea  into 
*'  Ireland,  attacked  Fingal's  army,  killed  a  number  of  his  men,  and  was 
*'  at  lafi  killed  by  his  own  hand."  I  ardently  wiQi  that  this  remarkable 
poetical  romance  was  literally  tranflated,  as  it  probably  may  contain  much 
curious  knowledge.  It  ftrikingly  refembles  the  ferpent  of  Bagrada,  v.hieh 
• "  faid  to  have  oppofed  the  Roman  army  under  Regulus,    in  Africa. 

The  firlf  part  of  the  other  Poem,  called  Cubha  Fhinn  do  Riogh  Lochliuy 
defcribes  "  the  compcnfation  offered  by  Fingal  to  the  Kingof  Lochlin, 
*'  to  fave  Ireland  from  a  threatened  invafion. 


"A 


Thoufand  whelps  ;  a  thoufand  dogs ;      "  A  thoufand  mantles  of  new  filk  §§  ; 
A  tUoufand  collars  §  upon  a  thou-      "  A  thoufand  warriors  wearing  them  ; 


fand   dogs;  "   A  thoufand  bridles  of  gold  and  filvcr. 
«'   A  thoufand  fpears  fit  for  battle  II  ;  "   Though    the   King   of   Lochlin   (hould 

«*  A   thoufand    fine   plaids  of  the  brighteft  "  get   thcfc   things,  and    all  the   wealth    of 

"  colours*-;  "   Ireland,  he  and   his  people  would^notre- 

«<  A  thoufand  hardy  bay  hxjrfes  ff  ;  "  turn  back,  till  Ireland  fhould  be  tributary 

««  A  thoufand  nobles  of  red  gold;  "  to  them  1]||." 
"  A  thoufand  maidens  with  two  gowns  || ; 

*  Ofcar  in  Macpheifon  thus  fpeaks  of  himfclf :  "  My  foul  that  never  melted  before,  it 
waslike  the  ftcclofmy  fvvord."     See  the  note  on  v.  21. 

•f-  Mrs.  Pdacleane,  jun.  to  whofe  elegant  abilities  and  hofpitable  friendfhip  I  was  princi- 
pally indebted  for  the  foregoing  fong,  honoured  me  with  the  traditional  explication  of  this 
verfe,  which  is  in  the  true  ftyle  of  gigantic  fable.  It  agrees  with  Macpherfon,  in  refpeft  to 
Cairbar's  hiding  himfclf  in  a  hole,  whsn  he  attacked  Ofcar  (^ fee  the  note  on  v.  15);  and 
reprcfents  Oftar  as  polTefling  an  invulnerability,  very  (imilnr  to  that  of  Achilles  and  Or- 
lando.— "  The  word  flag,  here  ufed,  relates  t^  the  following  ftoiy  :  Ofcar  could  only  be 
"  flain  by  his  own  javelin  :  This  Caubar  knew  when  he  dcfircd  to  exchange  arms  with 
"  him.  After  Cairbar  had  flain  Olcar  with  ihis  javelin,  he  hid  himfelf  in  a  hole  of  the 
•'  earth,  and  covered  himfclf  with  an  enoi-nnous  flag,  which  is  above  referred  to." — Pcrhajs, 
however,  the  laft  verfe  aflords  fome  fufpicion,  that  it  is  in  itfelf  an   interpolation, 

t   B.  I    p.  14.  edit.  Svo,   1773. 

\  Or  Chains  to  lead  ihtm. 

\\    Or  L-chaher  Axa. 

**  0\-  fint  wool  orJ:ik  co-ver':rgt. 

■>--|-  Or  hard  red  breaft  plates. 

+  1  Such  maidens  were  probably  fcaice.  See  alfo  p.  20,  about  the  cufloms  relating  to 
women. 

§5  See  p.  10,  V.  9 

ill'l  Mdc->7ab  trandatcd  part  of  this  poem  for  me  ;  yet  tho'  he  wrote  the  copy  of  it,  he  did 
not  feem  clearly  to  underfland  it.  The 
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The  remainder  of  this  Poem  is  a  defcription  of  the  flandards  of  Fino^al's 
army,  as  they  appeared  in  order.  Perhaps  this  part  may  contain  fonie  of 
the  paffages  of  Mr.  Macpherfon's  Offian. 

_  It  is  already  obferved,  that  thefe  Poems  evidently  appear  to  attribute 
Fingal  to  Ireland*,  an  afTertion  which  the  foregoing  ac'count  of  thefe  two 
Poems  ib  ftrongly  corroborates,  that  I  could  not  omit  repeating  it  here. 

I  lliall  trouble  you,  Gentlemen,  with  another  letter  of  conclufions,  de- 
ducible  as  they  appear  to  me,  from  the  foregoing  premifes,  but  which  I 
fliall  endeavour  to  render  as  concife  as  poffible.  I  efteem  mylèlf  much 
indebted  t©  you  for  the  attention  you  have  already  fliewn,  to, 

Eiy-Placi\  Holborn.  Gentlemen, 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 

THO.    F.    HILL. 


Conclusion  of  the  Remarks  on  O  S  S  I  AN. 

I.  Of  the  Evidence  afforded  by  the  fotegif-ng  Fcem^^  that  there  are  Songs  tradi- 
tionally preferred  in  the  Highlands  and  attributed  to  Offian  ;  containing  Parts  of 
the  Poems,  publijl:ed  by  Mr.  Macpherfon  and  Mr,  Smith,  under  the  name  of 
that  Bard. 

II.  Of  the  authenticity  of  t hi  Offian  o/"  Macpherfon  and  Smith;  hr.'J  far  it  is 
founded  upcn  the  Highland  ò'orr^s;   and  how  far  thoje  Hongs  may  he  regatded  as 

the  real  Works  of  Offiian. 

III.  Of  the  Country  of  OSn.n,   luhether  he  zvas  an  Highlander  or  an  Irifitnanf 

IV.  Of  the  real  Characlcr  ^Offian  and  f<6eFingalians,  and  n.vho  they  probahh 
fixere. 

I. 

IT  is  evident,  Mr.  Urban,  from  the  collcv^ion  of  Erfe  Poems  which  I 
have  fent  yon,  that  there  are  many  traditional  Songs  preferved  in  the 
Highlands  relating  to  Fingal  and  his  heroes,  as  well  as  to  feveral  other 
fubjects.  It  is  alio  evident,  that  thele  Songs  contain  portions  of  the  very 
Poems  publifhed  by  Mr,  Macpheribn  and  Mr.  Smith,  under  the  name  of 
Offian.  We  may  therefore  juftly  conclude,  that  thofe  Poems  are  not 
wholly  the  forgery  of  their  editors,  but  compiled  at  lep.ft  from  original 
Songs f.  I  by  no  means  think  it  worth  my  while,  to  notice  the  various 
conceffions  in  favour  of  this  concluiion,  which  the  minor  antagoniils  of 
Offian  have  of  late  been  forced  to  make.  1  myfelf  have  given  proofs  of  it, 
which  need  I  hope  no  external  confirmation.  To  thefe  proofs  might  be 
added,  that  I  met  with  many  traditional  prefervers  of  thefe  Songs,  in  every 
different  part  of  the  Highlands :  fome  of  whom,  efpecially  in  Argvlefhire, 
Lochaber,  and  on  the  reft  of  the  weftern  coail,  wereiaid  to  pollels'  varions 
Poems  attributed  to  Offian,  although  1  h:id  neither  leifure  nor  opportimi'y 
to  colledt  copies  from  them.  — But  enough  has  already  been  fiid  on  this  lub- 
ject,  if  my  reilimony  deferves  regard. 

*  See  p.  2  0. 
f  See  f .  6. 

^  n.  Thefe 


[     so    ] 
II. 

Thefe  principles  being  eflabliflied,  it  remains  to  be  confidercd  hnw  hr 
the  Poems,  piibliflied  by  Macphcrlbn  and  Smith,  delcrve  to  be  conlidered 
as  the  works  of"  Olfian. 

The  foregoing  Songs,  attrilnited  to  thnt  bard,  which  contain  pafTages  of 
the  Olfianof  iVIacpherlon  and  biuith,  are  by  no  means  aaiformly  confluent 
with  the  Poems  in  which  the  parallel  pal'Vages  arc  found,  but  frequently 
relate  to  diSerent  events,  and  ever  contain  different  circumltances.  From 
hence  it  feems  probable,  that  Mr.  Macpherfon  and  Mr.  Smith  com- 
piled their  publications  from  thofe  parts  of  the  Highland  Songs  which  they 
jnoft  approved,  combining  them  into  fuch  forms  as,  according  to  their 
ideas,  were  moft  excellent,  retaining  the  old  names  and  the  leading 
events*.  In  this  procefs  they  were  fupported  and  encouriged  hy  the 
variety  of  Songs  prelerved  in  the  Highlands  upon  tiie  fame  liibjetl^t,  and  by 
the  various  modes  in  which  the  fame  event  is  related.  Mr.  aVlacpheHon 
may  indeed  have  MSS.  of  all  the  Poems  he  has  publiflied ;  which  MSS. 
may  have  been  compiled  by  their  co'lcctor  ;  or  they  may  polfJ^ly  contain 
entire  Poems  really  ancient.  But  Mr.  Smith  has  honellly  acknowledged, 
that  he  himlelf  compiled  his  Offian  in  the  manner  above  defcribed.  "  After 
*'  the  materials  were  collcdled,"  fays  he,  "  the  next  labour  was  to  com- 
*'  pare  the  different  editions ;  to  flrike  offfeveral  parts  that  were  manifelliy 
*'  Ipurious  f  ;  to  bring  together  io'i;e  epilbdes  that  appeared  to  have  a  re- 
*'  lation  to  one  another,  though  repeated  leparately;  and  rcilore  to  their 
*'  proper  places  fome  incidents  that  ieemed  to  have  run  from  one  Poem 
*'  into  another: — and  hence  it  was  unavoidably  neceffary  to  throw  in  fomc- 
*'  times  a  few  lines  or  fentences  to  join  fome  of  the  epilbdes  together, — I 
*'  am  fenfible  that  the  form  of  thele  Poems  is  confidcrably  altered  from 
*'  what  is  found  in  any  one  of  the  editions  from  which  they  are  compiled. 
*'  They  have  aflumed  fomewhat  more  of  the  appearance  of  regularity 
*'  and  art  than  that  bold  and  irregular  manner,  in  which  they  are  originally 
*'  delivered." 

Mr.  Smith  alfo  fpealcs  of  the  Ollian  of  Mr.  Macpherfon  in  a  fomewhat 
fimilar  ir.anner  j  :  ''  That  we  have  nor  the  whole  ©f  the  Poems  of  Ollian, 
"  or  ..en  of  the  coUedion  tranilated  by  Mr.  Macpherfon,  we  allow ;  yet 
*'  ftill  we  have  many  of  them,  arid  of  almolT:  all  a  part.  The  building  is 
*'  not  entire,  but  we  havefliil  the  grand  ruins  of  it. 

What  portion,  therefore,  of  the  Offian  of  IMacpherfon  and  Smith  is 
original,  no  man  can  determine  except  thcmlelves.  bmith  indeed  fays,  that 
he  has  mentioned  all  his  wu/ma/ alterations,  tranfpofitions,  and  aclditions, 
in  his  notes ;  and  that,  for  the  mq/i  p^rt,  he  was  guided  in  them  by  the 
Sgeulachds,  or  traditionar}'  tales  accom)\anying  the  long?;  but  there  are 
few  fuch  notes  in  his  book,  and  perhaps  as  lew  /nch  Sgeulachds  in  the 
mouths  of  the  Highlanders.  In  Macphcrlon  and  Smith  alio  we  fee  thele 
Poems  divefted  of  their  idiomatic  peculiarities  and  fabulous  ornaments ; 
which  renders  it  impollible  to  difco'-erwhat  manners  and  opinions  are  really 
ancient,  and  what  are  of  modern  invention.  Yet  it  is  remarkable,  that 
in  fpite  of  all  the  objections  to  their  aiithenticity,  necelTarily  produced  by 
f\ich  a  treatment  of  them,  they  ilill  pofi'els  an  internal  evidence  of  origi- 
nality, which  has  enabled  them  hitherto  to  withHand  all  the  torrent  of 
oppofition. 

The  Offian  of  Macpherfon  and  Smith  appears  therefore  to  be  a  mutilated 
■work;  even  though  we  fliould  fuppofc  tli;;t  ihc  longs  they  originally  com- 

*  Sc-e  p.  7. 

f  Such  as  the  Choach  Fhin,  J.-c.     Sep  pp.  15  and  16. 

*  S.nith,  Galic  Aiitic|.  pji.  113,    liS  u>  13.^. 
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piled  from  were  the  nndoubted  works  of  that  celebrated  bard.  But  this  ir 
far  from  being  the  cafe;  for  even  allowing  that  an  Offian  ever  cxilled  and 
wrote,  yet  time  muft  have  introdviced  fuch  material  changes  in  his  works, 
if  prelerved  merely  by  tradition  during  fo  long  a  period,  that  their  own 
aiithor  would  hardly  know  them  again.  I  think  it,  however,  doubtful, 
whether  fuch  a  being  as  Olfian  ever  appeared  in  the  world. 

All  the  Songs  which  T  met  with  in  the  Highlands,  relative  to  the  Feinne, 
or  Fingalians,  were  attributed  to  Ofiian :  his  name  feems  merely  a  coTamon 
title,  which  is  afcribed  to  all  the  poetic  annals  of  his  race*. 

From  thefe  confiderations  we  leem  authorifed  finally  to  conclude,  that 
the  Olfian  of  Macpherlbn  and  Smith  is  a  mutilated  compil;itic;n  from  High- 
land Sonus,  afcribed  indeed  to  that  bard,  yet  very  b.ttle  likely  to  be  his 
compofition.  Out  of  thefe  they  leledted  the  bell  parts,  and  rejeded  fuch 
as  they  thought  Hv.ght  difcredit  the  character  of  Highland  antiquity;  at- 
tributin-j  them  to  later  times,  and  the  ignorant  bards  of  the  fifteenth  cen- 
tury. Perhaps  even  the  works  of  Homer  himlelf,  which  had  fo  many 
ditierent  editions,  veiy  coniidciably  varying  froTi.  each  other,  were  com- 
piled by  a  fomewhat  limiiar  procefs  from  the  ancient  Greek  Songs  f . 

U\. 

Ano'Jier  queftion  rema'r.s  to  be  confulered  :  Wiiether  thefe  Songs  are 
the  compofitions  of  the  Highlands  or  of  Ireland?  and,  Whether  Offiaii 
was  an  Iriili  or  Caledonian  Scot?  I  have  already  exprefled  my  opinion,  that 
the  Songs  in  this  coUedion  evidently  manifeft  a  coiuieaion  with  Ireland, 
though  their  traditional  prelervation  m  Scotland  has  fometimes  introduced 
the  name  of  Scotland  in  its  flead  j.  One  of  their  principal  perlbnages  is  St. 
Patrick,  the  peculiar  Apoftle  of  Ireland,  which  alone  feems  fiifficient  to 
mark  their  origin  §.  If  therefore  we  may  reafon  from  a  part  to  the  v/hole, 
it  is  juft  to  conclude,  that  all  the  other  Songs  preferved  in  the  Highlands 
relative  to  the  Fingalians  are  alio  Irifli.  'J~hey  are  v^holly  confined  to  the 
Weilern  coallofthe  Highlands,  oppofite  Ireland  1|,  and  the  very  traditions 
of  the  country  themfelves  acknowledge  the  Fingalians  to  be  originally  Irifli. 
The  genealogy  of  Fingal  was  there  given  me  as  follows :  Fion  Mac  Coul, 
Mac  Trathal,  Mac  Arlht  Riogh  Erin,  or  King  of  Ireland,  thus  attributing 
the  origin  of  his  race  to  the  Irilh.  1  am  inclined  to  believe  that  thefe  no- 
tions about  Fingal  were  common  to  the  Scots  in  the  moft  ancient  times, 
and  brought  by  them  from  Ireland  to  Sccvtland,  the  hereditary  fuperliitioii 
of  both  races;  for,  notwithllanding  it  may  appear  more  probable  that 
Ireland  fliould  receive  co'onies  from  Scotland  than  the  contrary,  we  have 
direift  hilforic  evidences  that  Scotland  received  them  from  Ireland ;  and  no 
bare  theoretic  probability  defers es  to  be  oppoled  to  the  poùtive  alTertions 
of  hiilory. 

With  regard  to  the  Eife  manufcripts,  about  which  fo  much  has  been 
faid  ;  it  becomes  me  to  acknowledge,  th.it  I  have  never  feen  enough  of 
them,  to  give  any  decided  opinion  :  thofe  which  I  have  fcea  induce  me  to 
think,  itliey  principally  owe  their  exiftence  to  Ireland**. 

*  See  hereafter,  p.  33. 

f  See  Mr.  Rafps's  Irgeniov^s  Remarks  on  Offian  in  his  German  tranflation  of  I't,  Bla^k- 
well's  Life  of  Homer,  &c.  We  have  hcaid  of  a  very  curious  MS.  of  Horner,  difcovered  »c 
Venice,  containing  ihc  various  readings  of  ali  ihe"  di.TcrenC  editions.  1  f.acercly  wiih  the 
rumour  may  not  prove  fallacious. 

X  See  pp.  9,    18,  20 and  29. 

§  The  Scotch  indeed  lay  claim  to  the  h'rth  of  Sr.  Patrick,  and  hoaS  alio  his  burial-place. 
Camden,  edit.  Gibfon,  1695,  pp.oiJ,  Tor4  And  fo  alio  do  the  Br. ton;,  ib.p.Gji,  1014. 
But  his  life  and  miracles  ail  agree  i»  atiriljute  to  Ireland. 

Jj   See  pp.  6  and  7. 

»*  Seep.  18. 
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I  fliall  not  repeat  what  others  have  faid  to  prove  the  Fingalians  Irifli  : 
though  the  connection  of  Fingal  with  Ireland  has  been  already  warmly  af- 
lerted  *. 

Keating,  in  his  fabulous  Hiftory  of  Ireland  t,  exprefly  fpeaksof  Fion  Mac 
Cumhai!  as  an  Irifli  hero,  and  as  Commander  of  the  Fion,  a  pretended  body 
of  ancient  Irifli  Militia.  He  particularly  mentions  Fingal's  jealoufy  of 
Dhinrniid  Mac  Dhuibne,  on  account  of  Graine  Fingal's  Wife,  as  rcprelentcd 
in  the  fongs  on  that  fubject  of  which  I  have  given  an  account  already  J. 

But  an  unnoticed  though  curious  palFage  in  Camden  affords  us  the  moii: 
remarkable,  ;:nd  perhaps  the  moft  latisfaòtory  proof  that  Fingal  is  an  Irifli 
Hero,  demonlLatuig  at  leafl,  that  he  was  indifputably  claimed  by  the  Irifli, 
two  hundred  years  ago.  It  is  contained  in  an  extrart,  made  by  Camden, 
from  an  account  of  the-manners  of  the  native  Irifli  written  by  one  Good,  a 
fchoolmalter  at  Limerick,  in  15^6.  "  They  think,"  fays  he,  fpeaking  of 
Ireland  and  irs  inhabitants,  "  the  fouls  of  the  deceafed  are  in  communion 
*'  with  the  famous  men  of  thofe  places,  of  whom  they  retain  many  tlories 
"  andfonnets:  as  of  the  Giants  Kin-Mac-Huyle,  Ofker-INIac-Olshin,  or 
"  Ofshin-Mac  Owi,}i ;  and  thev  fay  thro'  illuhon  that  they  often  ice 
•'  then.  §."     ^ 

IV. 

The  very  material  importance  of  this  curious  pafTage,  with  relation  to 
the  prefent  fubjeft,  it  is  unnecefTary  to  urge:  for  every  eye  mufl  fee  it. 
We  alio  obtain  from  it  new  information  in  refpeft  to  the  lafl  part  of  the 
liii'iory  of  Fingal  and  his  Heroes  :  as  it  enables  us  to  determine  who  they 
were,  with  'a  precilion  which  mufl  otherwiie  have  been  wanting,  to  com- 
plete thefe  remarks  on  the  Highland  fongs. 

The  fingular  agreement  of  this  pafTage  with  the  accounts  of  OlTian  which 
were  taught  me  ia  Scotland,  and  which  1  have  already  inferted  in  your 
Magazine,  is  worthy  particular  remark  :  it  confirms  them  even  in  the  moll 
novel  and  peculiar  infcancesv  I  have  already  given  many  rcalbns  for  believing 
that  the  Fingalians  arc  generally  regarded  as  Giants  ||  ;  but  this  is  nt)  no- 
vel idea  :  the  moft  remarkable  concurrence  is  in  the  mythologic  character 
attributed  by  both  to  Fingal,  Ofcar,  and  OfTian.  I  have  before  remarked, 
that  Mac-Nal)  deicribtd  Fingal  as  the  Odin  of  the  Scots ;  and  that  the 
fong  called  Urnigh  Ofiian  **  evidently  fpeaks  of  iiim  as  fuch.  This  curi- 
ous palliige  repreients  him  exadtly  in  the  fame  chararfer ;  a  Hero  with 
whom    the    fpirits   of    the   deceafed  are  in    communion,    who    is    their 

*  Ste  Shaw's  Enquiry  into  the  Truth  of  OlTian,  edit.  fee.  )>.  37,  cum  append,  &c.  O Ha- 
hfity's  Hil>.  of  Ireland,  &:c.  &c. 

t  Page  267,  edit,  folio,  J738. 

X  Sec  pp.  7  and   n. 

Ò  Camden,  edit.  Gibfon,  16m;,  p.  104S,  Of  the  ancltnt  and  tnidtynciijionn  of  Irtiand.  —  In 
this  edition  the  giants  are  calieJ  Fin-Mac-Huyle  and  Ofshin-Mac-Owim.  inthcSvo. 
edition,  byBl/han,  in  1600,  and  the  corrtd  folio  edition  of  1607,  by  Bilhop  alfo,  they  are 
sailed  Fin-Mac-Huvlc  and  Ofk-r-iMac-Olhin.  1  have  infened  both  above,  as  both  Ilrongly 
relate  to  my  fuojt-a!  In  the  hte  Englifh  edition,  of  1772,  it  is  Ofshin-Mac-Ollun.  Fin- 
Mac-Huyle  is  the  famev/ith  Fion-MacCumhail  and  Fion-Mac-Coul,  fee  pp.  6  and  7.— 
Cimden  'in  the  fame  place,  p.  1046,  mlorms  us,  from  Good,  that  to  fwear  by  the  har.d  ot 
any  chieftain  is  e^ic  ot  the  moft  facred  oaths  among  the  IriJh.  This  very  oath  is  found  111 
the  Poem  called  O.'Tian  agus  an  C'.erich,  v.  19,  fee  bciore,  p.  10. 

II  See  above,  p.    f,  note*,  the  ^ig>nrh-  B'ijr  ;  alfo  pp.  19,  22,  27  and  28,  ice     lri(h  tra- 
dition  fAys,    that    F:pgal,    finding  the  ftride  too   great    from   Ireland  quite  to   Scotland, 
flung  a  ha  idful  of  earth  O'.'.t  of  the  county  of  Down  into  the  middle  of  the  fea,  for  a  fteppmg 
place,  which   formed  ths   Die  of  Man.     Our  many  fimilar  ftories  of  Giants    arc   perhaps  • 
more  ancient  than  i?  generslly  imigired. 

*»  Seep.  21;  and  the  Urnigh  Ofiian  pafiim,  .   ^    . 
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Chieftain,  and  the  Lord  of  the  Feafìs.  The  Gods  of  all  the  Northern 
Nations  feem  to  have  been  of  this  clafs:  nùghty  Heroes,  efleemed  once  x<.> 
have  been  invincible  on  earth,  though  perhaps  not  ever  ftridly  men,  nor 
jet  conftantly  regarded  as  Giants.  Such  are  Odin,  Thor,  and  the  other 
Teutonic  Gods  *  ;  fuch  are  Fingal,  Ofcar,  and  the  reft  of  the  Fingaliuns 
among  the  antient  Scots  -I-  :  huch  aUo  are  Hercules  Bacchus,  and  even 
Jupiter  himfelf,  with  all  his  ions  and  daughters,  among  the-originai 
■Greeks  ;  a  people  who  agreed  in  many  particulars  with  our  own  anceti-or-j 
in  Northern  Europe.  The  notions  entertained  about  ghofts,  as  an  inter- 
•xnediate  order  of  beings  between  men  and  divinities,  endowed  with  fome 
iliare  of  power  to  do  evil,  is  aHb  remarkably  congruoas  with  this  mytho- 
logy. 

As  Fingal  was  a  civine  Hero,  fo  OHian  feems  to. have  been  a  divine  Bard. 
Some  of  the  Gods  of  the  Teutons  v/ere  Bards  in  like  manner :  the  God 
Niord  and  his  wife  Skada  q-uarrelled  in  elegant  verfe  of  their  own  compofi- 
tion  X  ;  and  Odin  is  the  relator  of  his  own  Edda  §.  Apollo,  the  poetic 
deity  of  Greece',  likewife  lung  the  hiftory  of  his  fellow  deities  to  men  on 
earth,  as  well  as  Orpheus  his  fon  |1.  The  Bards  and  traditional  preferveis 
of  fongs  in  Scotland  and  Ireland  have  ever  been  fond  of  afcribing  all  ancient, 
poems  to  this  Offian,  and  efpecially  thole  relating  to  lùs  own  race  ;  and 
from  this  caufe,  the  poems  afcribed  to  OlTian  are  become  lb  voluminous-*. 
The  antient  Egyptians  had  a  limilar  cultom  of  afcribing  their  werks  to 
Hermes  :  ot  niAfie^ot  wpolovoi  ra,  avian  t>i;  co^Wi  iv^nyLcclx  avli)  eitili9ea<x,»  s^unv 
<CTav1a:  7»  oixEiw  av[yqa,i^[j.ccici  i'jroiyi,a^ot\i<;,  fays  Jamblichus,  S.  1.  c.  I,  whicli 
rendered  the  Hermetic  writings  equally  voluminous.  The  Egyptians,  who 
poflelled  the  art  of  writing,  depolited  their  works  in  the  adyta  of  their  tem- 
ples ;  as  the  Arabians  depolited  their  poems  of  old  in  the  Temple  of  Mec- 
ca :  but  becaufe  the  Egyptians  affixed  to  them  no  author's  name,  except 
that  of  Hermes  ;  to  hiin,  as  to  the  Scottilli  Offian,  almoll  all  the  national 
literature  was  attributed  by  religious  flattery. 

I  fincerely  wilh,  that  fome  gentleman  poiTefled  of  adequate  abilities  and 
acquaintance  with  the  Erfe  language,  would  undertake  to  collect  thele 
Offianic  fongs  in  their  fimple  original  ftate,  as  they  undoubtedly  contain 
much  curious  knowledge,  accumulated  in  the  various  ages  through  which 
they  have  defcended  to  us,  and  would  probably  afford  much  new  informa- 
tion on  fubjecis  at  prefent  very  ill  underftood.  I  ov/n,  however,  that  I 
lliould  rather  chufe  to  feek  for  them  in  Ireland  than  in  Scotland  :  but  nei- 
ther country  fliould  be  unexplored. 

AFTER  having  thus  freely,  though  I  hope  not  uncandidly,  delivered 
myfentiments  on  the  Offian  of  Mr.  Macpherfon,  it  becomes  me  to  acknov/- 
ledge  myfeKi' deeply  indebted  to  it  for  the  pleafure  its  perul'al  has  frequently 
afforded  me.  1  am  willing,  and  indeed  ha;)py,  thuspublickly  to  declaie 
myfelf  a  warm  admirer  of  it  as  a  literary  compofition.     The  novelty  of  its 

_  *  The  Weird  Sifters  of  thcfii  nations  were  regarded  in  like  manner  as  beings  little  {<ì^ì:- 
rlor  to  witches. 

f  As  Hengift,  Horfa,  and  the  other  Saxon  Chiefs,  derived  their  pedigree  from  Odin,  fo 
the  Campbells,  &c.  derive  thelr's  from  Dermid  and  the  reft  of  the  Fingalians.  See  above, 
p.  15.  Thus  likewife  the  Grecian  Chieftains  claimed  their  defcent  from  Jupiter  and  his 
children. 

+  Edda,  fab.  12,  from  Mallet's  North.  Antiq.  Eng.  tranf.  edit.  1770,  Vol.  II,  op.  71, 
309,  fab.  13. 

§  Ibid.  pp.  3,  6,  §2. 

Ì1  Virg.  Eclog.  VI.  V.  82,  83. 

**  Sse  before,  p.  31. 
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manner,  of  its  ideas,  and  of  the  objects  it  defcribes,  added  to  the  drengfh 
and  Drilliancy  of  genius  which  frequently  nppcais  in  it,  have  enabled  me  to 
read  it  with  more  delight,  and  to  return  to  it  more  frequently,  than  almolt 
any  other  work,  ot  modern  times.  And,  let  it  be  regarded  in  what  light  it 
may,  the  praife  of  elegant  feleftion  and  compolition  certainly  belongs  to  the 
editor.  It  I  had  not  entertained  thele  opinions  of  its  merit,  I  Ihould  never 
have  taken  fo  much  pains  to  inveliigate  its  authenticity  ;  nor  indeed  can  I 
believe,  if  the  general  opinion  had  not  concurred  with  mine,  that  the 
world  would  ever  have  walled  fo  much  time  in  difputing  about  it. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  confeffing  the  obligation  1  am  under  to  the  in- 
habitants ot  Scotland  for  the  hofpitality  with  which  I  was  received  by  them, 
though  a  perfcft  ftranger  to  much  the  greatelt  part  of  thofe  who  conferred 
inch  civilities  upon  niC.  If  the  Highlands  are  not  diflinguilhed  for  their 
fertility,  their  wealth,  or  the  abundance  of  the  elegancies  of  life,  they  are 
at  lealt  confpicuous  for  the  generous  friendfliip  of  the  mhabitants,  and  for 
the  performance  of  that  benevolent  Chriftian  injundion,  Be  not  forgetful  to 
entertain  theftranger.  Such  a  reception  necelfanly  induced  me  to  think  the 
beft  I  could  of  their  country,  though  it  does  not  fcem  to  have  produced 
this  effeft  upon  fome  who  had  pafl'ed  through  it  before  me.  I  was  indeed 
too  fond  of  truth  to  fliut  my  eyes  againft  convidion  ;  but  I  came  away  de- 
faous  to  confider  Scotland  in  its  bell  point  of  view,  although  not  anxious 
to  believe  ia  fecond  fight. 

Yours,  &c. 

Ely  Place^   July  lO. 

THO.  F.  HILL. 


ERRATA. 

Page  6,  line  49.  for  Country  tidià  Journey.    Page  13.  ycrfe  45.  after  tlfc  re«d  tt. 
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